THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 


“ ARCHITECTURE” and “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


VOL. CLXXVII SEPTEMBER 16, 1949. No. 5561 





THIS WEEK’S. NEWS 


PAGE 

ProposaLs for replanning the declaratory area of the 
City are incorporated in a report to the City Corpora- 
tion by its Improvements Committee. Chief among 
the recommendations made is that the area to the 
east of St. Paul’s Cathedral be selected as Redevelop- 
ment Area No. 1, and alternative plans for replanning 
are put forward which provide for opening up the 
Cathedral on the south and east and improving the 
traffic flow. A full summary of the Report is given. 


A NEW BUILDING FOR OXFORD UNIVERSITY, the Geology 
and Mineralogy Laboratories, is illustrated. It is the 
work of Lanchester and Lodge. 


Sir’ GEORGE PEPLER, C.B., President-elect, T.P.L, 
reviews the Clyde Valley Regional Plan. 


Tue BuILDING Propuctiviry TEAM returned from a 
6-week tour of the U.S.A. on Friday last. In a state- 
ment the team declare “it will be our object to try 
to infuse into our industry the spirit of personal 
initiative which we met in the United States in the hope 
that thereby we may overcome our present difficulties.” 
Theit report is under active preparation. 


First STAGE ADJUSTMENT of Labourers’ wage-rates 
will be made on October 3. The new rate (Inner 
London) will be 2s. 5d. per hour. 


Deraits of the Tunbridge Wells Building Week— 
which opens on Monday next—are given. 





THE COST OF SCHOOLS 


N a leading article published some fifteen months ago, 
during the notable exhibition of “‘ New Schools” at 

the R.I.B.A., we discussed the trend of the huge national 
school-building programme, and expressed our doubts 
whether the new standards could or should be maintained 
in face of the financial situation. Since that date, the 
position has deteriorated, and the letter from Mr. A. C. 
Bunch, F.R.I.B.A., that appeared on page 827 of our issue 
last week under the heading, “‘ The Cost of School Build- 
ing,” increases our misgivings. Mr. Bunch, as the former 
architect of an important local authority, knows what he is 
talking about, and in that letter he expressed the opinion 
that “standards of accommodation, both in land and 
buildings, now demanded by educationists and the Minis- 
try, should be lowered so as to approximate to what was 
considered sufficient immediately before 1939.” He then 
proceeded to remark that the suggestion had been made 
“that the trouble was largely one of expensive building 
methods and technique used by architects,” and that an 
official committee of experts was now working on a scheme 
to cut down costs without reducing the standards of education 
or amenities’ (our italics), with the implication that archi- 
tects might be considered responsible for not availing them- 


selves of cheaper ways of building. Mr, Bunch viewed 
these suggestions and allegations quite dispassionately, 
hinting that occasional extravagances might possibly have 
occurred, but that the main trouble lay in the unnecessarily 
high standards demanded by the powers-that-be. 


Anyone who has studied the published designs for recent 
schools must find it difficult to believe that any superfluous 
cost has been incurred in their adornment. They are, 
indeed, so naked and utilitarian in aspect that a movement 
has lately been sponsored to introduce some trifling modicum 
of decoration to satisfy normal human cravings. Austerity 
has never been carried further in the whole history of our 
architecture, and we must look elsewhere than in the field 
of applied ornament for any evidence of extravagance by 
architects. As to construction, one would like to feel that 
the methods now in vogue have really touched bottom, for 
though most schools now being erected will last a good 
many years, they are certainly not unduly massive, and the 
very latest research in methods of economy seems to influ- 
ence most of the examples known to us. Indeed, one often 
hears the uninformed comment, made with no regard for 
the hard facts of our situation, that the new schools are 
deplorably flimsy. Some of the finishings, -fittings and 
accessories may be rather expensive, but they have to 
withstand rough usage and the cost of maintenance is a 
factor to be borne in mind. 


The only field in which extravagance or lavishness may 
conceivably be detected sometimes is that of planning, and 
here the architect is seldom to blame, for the planning of 
schools, often involving a large amount of corridor space 
because of the one-storey ‘“‘ dispersed” plan so widely 
favoured, is almost entirely governed by the standards laid 
down by the Ministry since 1944, Apart from any question 
of production per man-hour by building operatives or of 
inefficiency among their employers, apart also from the 
shortage and high cost of materials, the tremendous rise in 
the cost of school buildings per place is partly due to the 
raising of standards of accommodation and of sites. Such 


_ improvements are desirable enough intrinsically, and men 


of goodwill in all political parties agree that they are .over- 
due, but the fact remains that our national resources are 
sadly limited, and that there is a real risk that only a fraction 
of the schools needed will be built within the next generation 
if the present standards continue to be imposed, whereas 
the relaxation suggested by Mr. Bunch would enable a far 
larger number of schools to be distributed over the country 
as a whole. The cake is restricted in size, even now, and 
may soon shrink more. Is it to be cut up into a few big 
slices or into a larger number of smaller ones ? Will the 
educational welfare of Britain be better served by the former 
or the latter division of the spoils ? Some of the people 
responsible for framing and maintaining the current 
standards seem still to be living in Utopia, but the appoint- 
ment of the committee mentioned by Mr. Bunch appears 
to indicate that they are looking for a rope ladder in case 
they have to climb down to earth. Our country’s prime 
educational need, so far as premises are concerned, is that 
the maximum number of children and young people shall 
be taught under conditions of reasonable amenity. To that 
end all Utopian dreams should be subordinated, and archi- 
tects themselves would rather see their designs actually 
built than consigned: to cold storage as soon as the next 
economy gale begins to blow. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 
The S Arts. 
T is sdhgood to see that a county council 
hag stated its determination to sponsor 
sculptur¢’and painting in its new building. 
Arc iteciae sculpture and painting, as 
arts, have’ suffered from neglect in the 
last fewdécades. Few modern buildings 
designed to include these sister 
jt is only in Sweden that the 
es;‘of their fusion into the 
rehitectural scene have been 
realised a t into effect. Many archi 
tects of the a school consider such 
a state o airs an indictment against 
architectural development in general, and 
although stch’a point of view is limited 
to a compagative few, the xsthetic value 
of the allied arts cannot be denied. All 
architecture deserving to be called human- 
istic must include them. 

A visit to Sweden will confirm this 
point of view. Sculptured ferm and colour 
help to create the necessary foil to so 
many of the great buildings of that 
country. Nowhere have the twin arts of 
sculpture and painting been completely 
forgotten. Our own new buildings would 
be improved immensely if the sculptor 
and painter were brought closer within 
the orbit of modern architecture. 

A Bristol Church Dispute Settled. 

THE design for a church and com- 
munity hall at Lawrence Weston, near 
Bristol, shown in these pages, has finally 
been approved by the Planning Commit- 
tee of the Corporation. This sees the 
conclusion of a lively battle, continuing 
over some months, between the Bristol 
Diocesan Building Committee, which 
had approved Messrs. Burrough and 
Hannam’s design, and the Corporation 
Planning Commitee, which was opposed 
to it. According to reports in the local 
Press, two committees of the Corpora- 
tion had two sessions each before approv- 
ing the design, and then arrived at their 
decision on condition that a screen of 
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trees is preserved to hide it and that the 
church is encased in screen walls within 
the next ten years. 

The design does not appear too clearly 
from the perspective, but the main shell 
of the church will be constructed of 2-in. 
concrete arches, with the tower and cen- 
tral feature in facing bricks. A cement- 
sprayed finish will be applied direct to 
the underside of the concrete shell, parti- 
cular attention being paid to juxtaposi- 
tion of various colours on various planes. 
Natural lighting will come from the com- 
plete West wall, aided by small glazed 
panels in the roof. The building will be 
erected within the licence figure of 
£6,000, which works out at the remark- 
ably low figure of 1.4s. per cu. ft. com- 
plete with decoration and including a 
heavy cost for drains. 

An Architectural Treasure at Salisbury. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes: Recently I 
visited one of the architectural treasures 
of Salisbury which has been saved from 
possible loss by the generosity of the 
Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral. 
This is the historic house, No. 11 The 
Close, the oldest part of which was built 
before 1500. In 1509 it was let to one 
of the Canons at the rent of 4s. 2d. a 
year! In the eighteenth century it was 
enlarged by one of the Chafyn family, 
who probably added the front and the 
delicate curved staircase. At the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century three Salis- 
bury. gentlemen had a bet as to which 
of them could build the most beautiful 
room for the entertainment of their 
friends. Two of the rooms built as a 
result were the circular room in Salis- 
bury and Blackmore Museum and the 
billiard room in St. Ann’s Manor, Salis- 
bury; the third is probably the room in 
No. 11, The Close. It has an Adam 
doorway and was obviously designed to 
be used for music. In the past few 
years alterations have been madé to the 
house on the advice of Mr. E. Doran- 
Webb, the architect, who saved a four- 
teenth-century fireplace. This historic 
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house has now become the home of the 
Upper School of Bishop Wordsworth 
School. The original panelling, dating 
back to the sixteénth century, has been 
uncovered. ‘The garden, which was left 
as a jungle when the Army gave up the 
house, has been re in order by the 
voluntary work of the boys. Thus a 
beautiful old house and grounds, which 
are glowing with colour this summer, 
have been preserved. The house still 
keeps its pristine charm and freshness, 
and only the eighteenth-century staircase 
has had to be strengthened to withstand 
the constant procession of a hundred 
boys. 

Architect Miniver. 

So “Mrs. Minifer” is to appear once 
more, aided and abetted by her soi-disant 
architect husband! It seems many years 
since we first saw this pleasant couple 
burrowing their way into the hearts of 
millions with their portrayal of English 
middle-class life. 

Miss Greer Garson, However, is appar- 
ently somewhat cynical about the whole 
thing, and is stated to have said recently 
that many people have criticised the 
Minivers’ standard of living and that 
few architects could afford to live in a 
house like that! If we remember rightly, 
the Miniver house was ‘not so tremen- 
dous, but it was unsparingly soaked in 
Hollywood charm. However, may the next 
phase of the Minivers’ appearance be as 
whimsical and entertaining as the first. 


Integrity and Hollywood. 

Hottywoop and the Warner Bros. 
certainly seem intent upon exploring 
every avenue of artistic emotion. The 
latest “opus” to hail from this haven of 
the bogus—a film entitled “The Foun- 
tainhead ’—deals with an architect (Mr. 
Gary Cooper), a character whose intensity 
and integrity with regard to modern 
architecture is positively embarrassing. 
His designs look like hair dryers or 
electric toasters, and on finding that an 
estate which he has designed includes 


Burrough & Hannam, Architects. (See Note.) 
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little things he hasn’t “taken for,” he 
gets to work with some dynamite and 
blows it sky high. 

Personally we can take this sort of 
stuff or leave it; it may come within the 
scope of entertainment, but it does not 
reflect life. We would not deny that 
somewhere in the story may be found 
the germ of an idea; after all, integrity 
in all things is a worthy aim, but to re- 
duce such a high purpose to common- 
place popular appeal in this case merely 
makes the architect look ridiculous. Why, 
anyhow, should deviations from his dream 
design have happened in the first place? 


Building Exhibition. 

Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN, M.P., Minister 
of Health, has accepted an invitation to 
open’ the Building Exhibition on Thurs- 
day, November 17, at Olympia, W.14. 


C.V.E. School Exhibitions, 

A SERIES of school exhibitions, 
arranged by the Council for Visual 
Education was opened by Professor Sir 
Frank Stenton, M.A., D. Litt., vice- 
chancellor of the University of Reading, 
at the Art Gallery, Blagrave-sireet, 
Reading, on September 3. The exhibi- 
tions have been prepared for use in 
schools jand at conferences,, and each 
deals with a special aspect of design. 
Landscape, communal, Gothic and 
Georgian architecture are each featured 
in separate displays, as are old buildings, 
council -houses and gottages, small 
houses, bungalows, design in daily life, 
and glass and pottery. . 

At the opening ceremony _ several 
speakers spoke highly of the exhibitions 
and of their educational value. Pupils 
from various local schools, accompanied 
by their teachers, are visiting the Art 
Gallery and arrangement’ may be made 
for study groups to analyse the exhibits. 
The Council for Visual Education “are 


preparing further exhibitions of a similar 


character. 


Preservation of Rufford Abbey. 
BECAUSE they believe it could still serve 
a useful purpose, the Society for the Pro- 
tection of Ancient Buildings are sponsor- 
ing a plan designed to ensure the preser- 
vation of Rufford Abbey, near Mansfield. 


Its immediate destruction has been 
averted by the action of the Nottingham- 
shire County Council, which has made a 
building preservation order, since con- 
firmed by the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, after a public inquiry. 
The effect of the order is to prevent the 
present owner from demolishing the abbey 
for the time being, but if it is to be per- 
manently preserved some use must be 
found for it. 

Rufford Abbey was a Cistercian house 
from the twelth century till it was granted 
at the Reformation to the Earl of Shrews- 
bury. From his family it passed by mar- 
riage to the Saviles, in whose possession 
it continued till 1938. Of the monastic 
buildings a large vaulted undercroft re- 
mains, part dating from the thirteenth 
century and in excellent preservation. 

The society consider that if it cannot 
be taken over as a whole, uses might be 
found for certain parts of the building. 
The Tudor block and the Stuart wing 
containing the long gallery measuring 
120 ft. are joined by the impressive, 
although much restored, great hall, and 
suggest individual units which might well 
be used by societies, summer schools, .or 
hostels, and parts of the fine Stuart wing 
look eminently suitable for conversion 
into suites for private occupation. 


The Durham Colleges: Lecture Rooms. 

THE Council of the Durham Colleges 
are about to put in hand the construction 
of a block of lecture rooms in the grounds 
of the Science Laboratories, South-road, 
Durham, to a design prepared by Pro- 
fessor J. S. Allen, architect, 3, Devon- 
shire-terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1, and 
Messrs. Oscar Faber and Partners, con- 
sulting engineers, 1, Worley-road, St. 
Albans, Herts. 


Photographic Exhibition. 

THE first post-war annual exhibition of 
the Institute of British Photographers, 
opens at the Alpine Galleries, South 
Audley-street, W.1, on September 20 and 
will remain open until October 1. 

One thousand prints from 160 profes- 
sional photographers were entered for the 
exhibition, but there is room for only 200 
pictures to be hung. These have been 
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chosen by three separate panels of 
selectors each of which displayed con- 
siderable diversity of opinion, for only 
two pictures in the whole exhibition were 
placed by all three groups of selectors in 
the “ A” category. 


Professional Announcements. 


THe Peter DUNHAM Group, chartered architects» 
42-44, Hastings-street, Luton (tel.: Luton 4482) 
have taken into partnership, as a member of the 
Group, Mr. M. C. Harrison, A.R.1.B.A. 

Mr. F. H. Kerr, A.R.I.B.A., informs us that h 
would be pleased to receive trade catalogues at 3 
Malew-street, Castletown, Isle of Man. 

Mr. ANnpreEw S. Roserts, A.R.I.C.S., of 17, Crom- 
well-place, South Kensington, S.W.7, been 
joined in partnership by Mr. Alex. J. Glegg, D.F.C., 
A.R.LC.S. The firm will now practice as Messrs. 
Andrew Roberts and Partners, Chartered Quantity 
Surveyors at the same address (telephone: Kensing- 
ton 7708). 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, September 19. 

MINISTRY OF Works.—Pre-Stressed Con- 
crete Exhibition opens as a feature in Tun- 
bridge Wells ‘‘ Building Week.” Continuing 
until September 24. 

Tuesday, September 20. 

COUNCIL OF INDUSTRIAL DesiGN.—Opening 
of Textiles and Textures Exhibition by Mr. 
Ernest W. Goodale, C.B.E., M.C., chairman 
of council of Royal Society of Arts. Murray 
House, Petty France, S.W.1. 11 a.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BRITISH PHOTOGRAPHERS. — 
Annual exhibition. Alpine Galleries, South 
Audley-street, W.1. 10 a.m. 

RoyaL Society oF Arts.—Exhibition of 
prize-winning and other selected entries in a 
competition for designs for a painted wall 
panel. Royal Society of Arts (library), 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 10 a.m. 
Continuing until October 1. 

Wednesday, September 21. 

Tue EccLesioLoGIcAL Society—“The archi- 
tectural setting of Anglican worship,” by Mr. 
Frederick Etchells, F.R.I.B.A. The Archbishop 
Davidson Institute, Lambeth-rd.,S.E.1. 7p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.— 
Southern Area general meeting. Café Royal, 
North End, Croydon. 2 p.m. 

Friday, September 23. 

LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION: 
—Annual ladies’ festival. Connaught Rooms- 
Great Queen-street, Kingsway, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 


Saturday, September 15, 1849 

THE HONOUR OF THE LONDON AND 
NorTH-WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY.—In 
1845 the London and North-Western 
Railway Company took the West London 
Railway, which had cost the proprietors 
£280,000, on lease for one thousand years, 
paying down £60,000 to clear off 
liabilities, and binding themselves to work 
the line efficiently and give the West 
London Company half the receipts. And 
this was at a time when other companies 
would have purchased. They obtained 
an Act to extend the line to the Thames, 
and year after year have pledged them- 
selves to the West London to carry out 
their arrangement. They now _point- 
blank refuse to work the line under any 
circumstances for passenger traffic, or to 
pay any compensation to the West 
London. . The poor, deluded share- 
holders in the latter company, who have 
never received a single sixpence for their 
£280,000 long since advanced, are told 
they would have no chance at law against 
so powerful a company as the North- 
Western. They have called a special 
meeting, however, for the 18th of next 
month to consider what course shall be 
pursued; and we hope, if they find that 
their deeds are all right, that they will 
try the extent of the boasted power of the 
North-Western Company over law, jus- 
tice and honour. Further, a very large 
population are interested in obtaining a 
station at Kensington. 
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THE ADMIRALTY BOARD 
ROOM 


Restoration of Historic Interior 


[N the early hours of April 17, 1941, two 
". German bombs fell, one on either 
side of the Board Room of the old 
Admiralty building in Whitehall. The fine 
panelling was shattered, the ceiling largely 
reduced to dust, the pictures lacerated, 
and the elaborate wood carvings surround- 
ing the fireplace badly damaged. What 
remained of carving and panelling was at 
once removed to a place of safety for re- 
instatement in due course. The room has 
now been restored to its pre-war appear- 
ance, which was approximately that of 
Nelson’s days. 
_ The old Admiralty building was erected 
in 1724-26 from the designs of Thomas 
Ripley, who, in 1721, had been appointed 
Chief Carpenter of all His Majesty’s 
Works and Buildings in succession to 
Grinling Gibbons. The building had to 
include the Admiralty office and five resi- 
dences for the Commissioners, whose front 
doors are still to be seen in the courtyard. 
The Board Room is on the first floor, with 
windows overlooking what was the garden 
until the addition known as the “new 
building ” was erected on it at the turn of 
the nineteenth century. The room did not 
originally have its present noble propor- 
tions; its ceiling, which is in plaster and 
includes a fine cove with shallow coffering, 
was raised at the expense of the rooms 
above, probably between the years 1786 
and 1792; when the ceiling was brought 
down by the bombs, the holes in the brick- 
work in which the floor joists of the upper 
rooms formerly rested were revealed. It 
is doubtful whether the panelling and 
carving were actually designed for this 
interior, for when the oak panelling of 
the walls was brought back for re- 
assembling after the bombing it was noted 
to be of much earlier date than the struc- 
ture, and the theory is that it was in- 
tended for the Great Room in an earlier 
building which was pulled down in 1723. 
The Naval Correspondent of The 
Times has embodied the results of his 
researches into this matter in a most 
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A print, by Pugin, with figures by Rowlandson, showing the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty in session (1809). 


interesting articie contributed to the issue 
of that newspaper for August 13, from 
which, in addition to a few of the facts 
given above, we take the following:- 


“ Beechey’s portrait of William IV, pur- 
chased in 1847, hangs on the south wall, 
behind the First Lord’s chair, whence the 
remarkable wood carvings were removed 
to the east wall to make room for it. 
Opposite, where stood the globes to be 
seen in the Pugin print, now hangs the 
Guzzardi portrait of Nelson—one of 
several contemporary replicas—which 
was painted in Palermo in 1799 for Sir 
William Hamilton, and was presented to 
the Admiralty by Charles -Greville’s 
nephew, to whom it had descended, in 
1848. But it was not large enough to 
match King William, so their lordships 





The Board Room as it appears today after restoration. 


we 


paid Mr. John Peel £86 1s. 2d. for en- 
larging it! Over the two doors in the 
east wall hang sea pieces, one of them, 
by Van der Velde the younger, and the 
other, apparently painted towards the end 
of the eighteenth century to match it, by 
one “J. Nichol.” The most’ conspicuous 
and characteristic embellishments of the 
room, however, are the wind dial, 
operated by a vane on the roof, and 
the magnificent wood carvings of navi- 
gational instruments. 

“The wind dial almost certainly came 
from the. earlier building, and it is in 
working order again now, after many 
interruptions in the intervening centuries. 
The carvings—at: one time attributed to 
Grinling Gibbons, but certainly not the 
work of the master himself, though very 
close to his style and method—comprise a 
central allegorical composition in the style 
of the ldte sixteenth century from which 
depend two vertical festoons of foliage 
on which are superposed a comprehensive 
grouping of all the navigational instru- 
ments then in use. The design, which is 
carried out in limewood, is wholly 
nautical in its composition—dolphins, sea 
shells, and marine growths abound—so 
that it was certainly executed for some 
royal and naval purpose from the first, if 
not for the present building. Some con- 
noisseurs believe it to have been brought 
from the old Palace of Whitehall, where 
it might well have been executed for 
James II when Duke of York.” 

The accompanying photograph shows 
the Board Room as restored, while the 
well-known Pugin-Rowlandson print, 
also reproduced, shows, the room as it 
was in 1809, with the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty in session. It 
is not known how long it had borne that 
appearance, as the relevant records, title 
deeds and accounts’ of the Admiralty 
bujlding have not been located, though it 
is possible that they still survive. All 
lovers of historic buildings will be glad 
that this tangible survival of .our great 
naval past, this room which has echoed 
to the voices and footsteps of so many 
of our greatest sailors, should have been 
so sympathetically restored. The work 
has been carried out by Messrs. Hampton 
and Sons, Pall Mall East, S.W.1. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Hall of Residence and Layout of 
Lenton Fields Site, for Nottingham 
University 





‘THE Council of the University of 
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in competition for (A) a hall of resideice 
for women students on the Lenton Fields 
estate, Beeston-lane, and (B) for the lay- 
out of that estate. It is the intention of 
the University to proceed with the erec- 
tion of the hall of residence, but the right 
is reserved to adopt, modify or not to 
proceed with the layout submitted under 
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assessor, and premiums of £1,000, £750 
and £500 will be paid, Conditions are 
obtainable on deposit of £2 2s. from the 
Registrar, the University, Nottingham, 
to whom questions should be addressed 
on or before November 1 next, and to 
whom designs should be ‘sent not later 
than March 11, 1950. 





— 



















Nottingham (as announced in our last Section B. Sir Percy Thomas, Section A: The design is for Hall of 
issue) invite architects to submit designs P-P.R.I.B.A. has been appointed Residence 2, to accommodate 150 women 
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students. The conditions include a 
eneral site plan (reproduced) showing 
evels, existing services, trial holes, etc. 
The estimated cost of the building, in- 
cluding all fittings and built-in (but not 
movable) furniture, should be calculated 
at the rate of 4s. 6d. per foot cube. The 
layout of the grounds, fencing, garages 
and bicycle sheds should be separately 
estimated. 


It is the promoters’ desire that the hall 
of residence shall be designed to conform 
with the domestic character of the build: 
ing. ‘“ The inspiration of the design,” 
state the conditions, “should incline to 
a traditional basis and the _ selected 
materials be those which will mellow with 
age.” The number of floors should 

referably be three and not more than 
our. A general corridor principle of 
planning is to be adopted. 


One hundred and thirty six students 


are to be accommodated in _ single 
study bedrooms (each 120 ft. sup.) 
and 14 students in seven suites 


distributed throughout the building, each 
suite having two single bedrooms (each 
60 ft. sup.) and one study (200 ft. sup.). 
Bathroom and lavatory accommodation 
is to be appropriately distributed, and 
small students’ pantries are to be pro- 
vided on each floor, as well as a laundry 
unit. Linen rooms and service lifts are 
required. 


Accommodation for academic and ad- 
ministrative staff includes married war- 
dens’ suite, six unmarried Fellows’ 
suits, distributed in the building, three 
separate tutorial rooms; two guests’ bed- 
rooms; accommodation for vice-warden, 
lady bursar and lady cook, to be mainly as 
for unmarried Fellows; 8 single bedrooms 
and common-room, etc., for resident 
service staff; additional common-room for 
daily staff; students’ dining-hall for 250 
with high table for 25, with provision for 
extension; academic staff dining hall for 
25; academic staff common-room; service 
staff dining-room for 30; and kitchen and 
ancillaries. 


Public rooms required are three 
students’ common-rooms; library; recrea- 
tion room; two small music rooms; a 
dignified entrance lounge; and a porter’s 
office. It is intended eventually to instal 
district heating, but present heating will 
be by solid fuel boilers. Open fires are 
required in certain rooms. Cycle shed, 
car park, garage for 6 cars, squash court 
and two hard tennis courts are required. 
Competitors are not bound to any form 
of construction, though a steel-framed 
brick building might be desirable. Com- 
petitors should realise and make every 
effort to solve the acoustic problems. 


SECTION B: A layout of the whole site 
of Lenton Fields, on which the women’s 
halls of residence will be placed, is re- 
quired. Four halls (one of which, by 
Messrs. T. Cecil Howitt and Partners, is 
under construction and another_is the 
subject of this competition) are envisaged 
as well as a University Health Centre to 
serve 1,500 students, playing fields and 12 
residences for Dons. Drawings for this 
part of the competition should be drawn 
to a scale of 1/500 and finished in any 
medium at the competitor’s discretion. 


Offices Worth Preserving. 


RECOMMENDATIONS from the Herts 
Chapter of the Essex, Cambridge and 
Hertfordshire Society of Architects sug- 
gest that the offices of Benskin’s 
Brewery, Watford High-street, being 
outstanding examples of Georgian archi- 
tecture, are worth preserving. 
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REPLANNING THE CITY OF LONDON 


Proposals for the St. 


[N October last, the Court of Common 

Council of the City of London re- 
ferred to its Improvements and Town 
Planning Committee a letter from the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
stating that—having considered the re- 
port from an Inspector following the 
public local inquiry on the application of 
the Corporation for an Order declaring 
certain land in the City to be, subject to 
compulsory purchase—he proposed to 
make such an Order, with certain modi- 
fications, excluding from the area, as de- 
signated by the Corporation in the appli- 
cation, certain portions as to which the 
Minister was not satisfied that they need 
bg included for the purpose of dealing 
satisfactorily with war damage. The ap- 
propriate Order was made and came into 
force in January last. 

The Improvements Committee have 
considered the procedure to be adopted 
and have now submitted a report to the 
Corporation which contains specific re- 
commendations in relation to a portion 
of the Declaratory Area. These are:— 

(a) That a long-term policy with refer- 
ence to the land comprised in the 
Declaratory Area be approved. It is 
suggested that, after taking the land re- 
quired for improvements, the surplus 
lands should be let on building lease to 
private developers or possibly by the 
erection of buildings by the Corporation 
for direct letting at rack rents. This 
general policy would be subject to excep- 
tion where owners were prepared to re- 
develop on conditions approved by the 
Corporation and by the L.C.C. or local 
planning authority. 

(b) THat the land east of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral bounded by St. Paul’s Church- 
yard, Cheapside, Bread-street and Can- 
non-street be selected as Redevelopment 
Unit No. 1, and that the appropriate 
compulsory purchase Order be made. 

Interest will naturally centre round the 
proposals for St. Paul’s which the Com- 
mittee put forward for decision. Two 
proposals made by the Town Planning 
Consultants (Messrs. C. H. Holden and 
William Holford) are illustrated by 
plans. The first (B1), in addition to 
showing the special treatment required 
for the Cathedral precincts, provides for 
the widening of Cheapside, Friday-street, 
Bread-street, Watling-street and Cannon- 
street. Discussion of the consultants’ 
proposals for the area has shown that 
modifications may have to be made in 
the siting of the new link road between 
Cheapside and Cannon-street. An alter- 
native layout is shown in B2. This 
would be less costly than the former plan 
which is estimated at £2,700,000, of 
which all but £400,000 is expected to be 
recovered. 

In concluding their report, the Com- 
mittee acknowledge the magnitude of the 
proposals, and add: “ We believe the Cor- 
poration will accept the challege and the 
opportunity now afforded to bequeath to 
posterity advantages comparable with 
those enjoyed to-day as a result of 
similar projects as, for example, the Hol- 
born Valley improvement and the Holy- 
well-street clearance. In the present in- 
stance it might well be considered that 
the provision of a setting for the Cathe- 
dral, in accordance with the proposals in 
the final report of the consultants, appro- 
priate to its national character as the 
Cathedral Church of the Capital City of 
the Realm of itself merits acceptance 


Paul’s Cathedral Area 


of our recommendations. If, however, 
justification on other than purely aesthetic 
grounds is sought, the provision of a 
much-needed new traffic artery, com- 
bined with the substantial advantage to 
the commercial and industrial life of the 
City which will follow the redevelopment 
of the area on modern lines, constitute, 
in our view, an overwhelming case for 
the approval of proposals which mark 
the first stage in the reconstruction of 
the City.” 


The Proposals in Detail 


The original area covered by the ap- 
plication of the Corporation was ap- 
proximately 272 acres and the area as 
confirmed by the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning amounts in all to some 
231 acres or thereabouts. The area ex- 
cluded represents 15 per cent. of the 
original area and comprises the more 
important holdings of statutory under- 
takers, places of worship and certain mar- 
ginal areas the inclusion of which the 
Minister did not consider necessary for 
the purpose of dealing satisfactorily 
with war damage. 


General Policy Relating to Compulsory 
Acquisition. 

The Report states:— 

“ After careful consideration we have 
come to the conclusion that, as a long- 
term policy, the land contained in the 
Declaratory Area should be acquired 
over a period of years; and that, after 
taking the land required for improve- 
ments, the surplus lands should be dealt 
with, either by granting building leases 
to private developers in accordance with 
the provisions of the Town and Country 
Planning Acts, or possibly, in certain cir- 
cumstances, by the erection of buildings 
by the Corporation for direct letting at 
rack rents. This latter is a matter in 
relation to estate management which will 
require further consideration in the light 
of the circumstances obtaining at the 
time of redevelopment. This general 
policy would be subject to exception in 
cases where owners were prepared to re- 
develop on conditions approved by the 
Corporation and by the London County 
Council as Local Planning Authority, as 
being satisfactory from a planning point 
of view, and on terms relating to com- 
pensation not less favourable to the Cor- 
poration than if compulsory purchase 
had taken place.” 

On this subject of priority of acquisi- 
tion, the Report states: “We are of 
opinion that the following ‘redevelop- 
ment units’ should «eceive early atten- 
tion. Although the order of priority in- 
dicated is the result of careful investiga- 
tion and detailed consideration, it ®must 
necessarily be regarded as provisional, 
and we do not suggest that any final de- 
cisions should be taken at this stage, 
except as regards the area to which more 
detailed reference js made later in the 
Report. 
velopment it may well be necessary at a 
Jater stage to arrange for an overlap of 
two or more development projects to 
secure the continuous and orderly ab- 
sorption of materials and labour as they 
become available.” 


These units comprise:— 
(1) The land East of St. Paul’s Cathe- 


dral, bounded on the north by Cheapside, }; 


on the west by St. Paul’s Churchyard, 
on the south by Cannon-street, and on 
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the east by Bread-street. It is 8.147 acres 
in extent, of which 5.838 acres is built- 
up land. The Report states: “The area 
is affected by planning proposals to a 
major degree, having a new link road 
tunning diagonally across it, a substan- 





Plan B2, showing alternative treatment. 


tial area of new open space part of and 
adjacent to the precinct of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral and widenings of Cheapside, 
Watling-street, Cannon-street, Bread- 
street and Friday-street. In our Report 
submitted at a recent meeting of your 
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Honourable Court with reference to the 
participation by the Corporation in the 
Festival of Britain, 1951, we referred to 
this area as likely to be the subject of a 
compulsory purchase Order at an early 
date.” 

(2) Land East of Aldersgate-street, 
bounded on the west by Aldersgate- 
street, on the north by the Northern 
Boundary Route, on the east by Red- 
cross-street and Wood-street, and on the 
south by Ironmongers’ Hall and Silver- 
street. On this the Report comments: 
“It is an area of complete devastation 
and is approximately 8.7 acres in extent. 
It is affected to a major degree by your 
consultants’ planning proposals in re- 
gard to: (i) The exposure of the north- 
west bastions of the Old London Wall 
and the provision of open spaces on each 
side thereof; (ii) the open space and pre- 
cinct round the Church of St. Giles, 
Cripplegate; (iii) the Northern Boundary 
Route and its junction with Aldersgate- 
street; (iv) the widening of Aldersgate- 
street; and (v) the new road from Moor- 
gate to St. Martin’s-le-Grand (referred to 
as Route 11). Moreover, your Com- 
mittee have under consideration pro- 
posals for the redevelopment of this area 
as a Centre for the Wholesale Textile 
Trade.” 

(3) Land to the West of Walbrook, a 
triangular area is bounded to the north 
by Queen Victoria-street and Bucklers- 
bury, to the south by Watling-street and 
Budge-row, and to the east by Walbrook. 
It is 2.47 acres in extent and has nine 
standing buildings. The land adjoins the 
financial centre of the City and is per- 
haps the most valuable in the Declara- 
tory Area. The area to the east of Wal- 
brook is the subject of a comprehensive 
development scheme for which planning 
permission has already been granted on 
terms satisfactory to the Corporation. 

(4) Land between Moorgate and 
Aldersgate-street—This area, which is 
10.7 acres in extent, embraces the site of 
the new road which connects London 
Wall with Aldersgate-street and forms 
part of Route 11. It runs to the north 
of the proposed Guildhall precinct and 
forms a southern boundary to the pro- 
posed Wholesale Textile Centre. A con- 
siderable number of Purchase Notices 
have already been served upon the Cor- 
poration in respect of sites comprising 
part of or adjacent to this new road; for 
this reason, and because the new road 
will provide a stimulus for development 
in the centre of the largest area of devas- 
tation in the City, this particular develop- 
ment unit is one to be considered at an 
early date. 

(5) Land to the North of St. Paul's 
Cathedral—This area is bounded on the 
north by Newgate-street, on the south 
by St. Paul’s Churchyard, and on the 
west by Warwick-lane and Ave Maria- 
lane. It includes Warwick-square and 
Paternoster-row, formerly a centre of the 
book publishing trade. It comprises 7.2 
acres, and although it contains 19 stand- 
ing and occupied buildings it is affected 
to a major extent by the proposals for 
the St. Paul’s precinct and St. Paul’s- 
place. 

(6) Land North and South of Camo- 
mile-street—This area is about 2.5 acres 
in extent and is affected by the con- 
sultants’ proposals as to the approach 
to Devonshire-square from the south 
across Houndsditch, the widening of 
Camomile-street, which forms part of 
Route 11, and the widening of St. Mary 
Axe. It is a suitable area for redevelop- 
ment as a whole. - 

(7) Land to the West of Tower Hill.— 
This area (six acres in extent) forms part 
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of. the Tower Hill Improvement Trust, 
1944, Scheme, and embraces the precinct 
of. All Hallows-by-the-Tower. It is 
affected to a major extent by road im- 
provement proposals. It is, however, on 
the boundary of the City and redevelop- 
ment will be dependent on the implemen- 
tation by the London County Council of 
roposals for the adjoining area in 
Stepney. _ 


Proposals for St. Paul’s 


The report’ then deals with the land 
east of St. Paul’s Cathedral, as to which 
it is recommended that a decision should 
be taken at this stage to’ proceed with 
redevelopment. It states:— 

The consultants stated in their Final 
Report (paragraph 112) that, in prepar- 
ing the layout of the Cathedral precinct, 
they had brought a number of different 
factors under review. Of these, the fol- 
lowing affect the area at present under 
consideration:— : 

(a) Opening. up St, Paul’s Cathedral on 
the south and east, 

(b) Closing the roadway of St. Paul’s 
Churchyard to..north-south traffic, while 
at the same time making provision for 
that traffic to flow easily from Cannon- 
street to. Newgate-street and St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand. 

(c) Preservation of the best views of 
the Cathedral and its great dome, with- 
out making’ an excessive’ demand for 
open space. 

(d) Dedication of some of the open 
space cleared by bombing as ‘a memorial 
to the events of 1940-1945, and to the 
Cathedral’s almost miraculous preserva- 
tion from destruction. 

The consultants set out the natural 
limits .of the Cathedral precincts as 
Paternoster-row to the: north, Old 
Change to the east, and Carter-lane to 
the south. The adoption. of. Carter-lane 
as the southern boundary involves the 
removal of the Cathedral’s Music School, 
which is now south of the Deanery, and 
the consultants suggested rebuilding the 
school. on the site adjacent.to and incor- 
porating the Church of St. Augustine in 
Old. Change. In. addition: to the special 
treatment required for the. Cathedal pre- 
cincts, the consultants’ planning proposals 
provide for the widening of Cheapside, 
Friday-street, | Bread-street, Watling- 
street and Cannon-street. The proposals 
for the. redevelopment of this area are 
shown in Plan Bl. It must be empha- 
sised that the implementation of any pro- 
posals for the area is dependent on their 
incorporation in the Development Plan 
now being prepared by the London 
County Council. 

Discussion of the consultants’ pro- 
posals for the area has shown that modi- 
fications may have to. be made in the 
siting of the new link road between 
Cheapside and. Cannon-street, and an 
alternative layout, which has been pre- 
pared by the City Planning Officer, in 
co-operation with the consultants, is 
given in Plan B2: This alternative pro- 
vides for all the factors which the con- 
sultants had in mind at the time of 
making their proposals, but it has the 
advantage of avoiding the disturbance 
for a number of years of an existing 
large building block in. the north-west 
corner of the area. This block has a 
good economic use for a considerable 
period, and to leave. it standing would 
reduce: the immediate cost of develop- 
ment. Further, the proposed’ new choir 


school, to be built on the site adjacent 
to St. Augustine’s Church, would. stand 
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in the Cathedral precincts, free from ad- 
joining commercial buildings. . . . The 
alternative scheme should prove less 
costly. 

Redevelopment of the unit will in- 
crease the area devoted to open spaces 
and roads from 106,279 sq. ft. to 198,471 
| ft., an increase from 29.9 per cent. 
of the unit area to 55.9 per cent. It is 
obvious, therefore, that this particular 
redevelopment will be a costly one, but 
the improvement must be considered on 
its value relative to the City as a whole, 
in view of the importance of the St. 
Paul’s area. Other areas which will 
form Redevelopment Units should pro- 
vide better recoupment to the Corpora- 
tion. ; 


Roadworks. 

The consultants’ road proposals for 
the area envisage the widening of Cheap- 
side on the south side, increasing the 
overall width from 55 to 64ft., and a 
widening of the north side of Cannon- 
Street by an average of 18ft.; a grant 
of 75 per cent. of the cost of such widen- 
ing should be made by the Ministry of 
Transport. The cost of the. new link 
road may also rank for grant as replac- 
ing the existing Class I road (St. Paul’s 
Churchyard). Other road proposals in- 
clude the widening of Bread-street, Fri- 
day-street and Watling-street, but these 
are unclassified roads and the expendi- 
ture will not-attract grant. It is antici- 
pated that the road proposals can be car- 
ried out with little-or no interference or 
inconvenience to existing traffic, 


**KEEPING OUT THE WATER” 


LIkE many others with a story to tell, 
the National Asphalte, Mine-owners and 
Manufacturers Council have made use 
of the movie camera to present their story 
about asphalte, which they have called 
“ Keeping out the Water.” And, unlike 
so many other films, the title in this case 
is very apt. 

Frankly, asphalte, as the main theme 
of a film, did not, on first thoughts, set 
our imagination afire. But first thoughts 
we know are often deceiving. ‘“ Keep- 
ing Out the Water” is, primarily, an in- 
structive film in that it describes the uses 
to which asphalte can be put in the con- 
struction of buildings as a protective bar- 
rier against the penetration of water. 
Photographed in colour, it includes a 
number of pleasing shots of various parts 
of London, old and new, which have 
their own individual interest and save 
the film from becoming tiresomely over- 
laden with hard facts. 

The commentary, spoken by a voice 
familiar to cinema-goers, is lucid and 
easy to listen to. Architectural schodls, 
we understand, will be among the first 
to get the film. Students should find it 
interesting. 


At the premiére showing of the film 


recently, Mr. F. M. Bond, chairman 
of N.A.M.M.C., referred to the forma- 
tion of the council in 1933 with the 
object of improving the quality of 
asphalte work which had fallen to a very 
low ebb because, at that time, there were 
no British Standard Specifications. 


New Offices for the A.I.A. 


Tue American Institute of Architects 
on September 15 are moving from their 
old headquarters ‘of the “ Octagon,”: New 
York-avenue, New York, .to more 
modern offices in the nearby Administra- 
tion Building which was erected shortly 
before the war and occupied by the Inter- 
American Defence Board. 
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WILLIAM KELLY, A.R.S.A. 


A Memoir 


TPXHIS record* of William Kelly (1861- 

1944) is a graceful tribute to his 
memory from the University with which 
he was so long and closely connected. 
The memoir by the editor, with which 
the book opens, summarises his career, 
his achievements, his wide scholarship, 
and his lovable character. The remainder 
of the volume consists of five papers read 
by Kelly on various occasions, and all 
concerned with historical and _ local 
aspects of Scottish architecture. He was 
the son of a tailor in Aberdeen, and 
spent nearly all his life in that city. He 
was apprenticed to William Smith, the 
architect, who actually designed 
Balmoral Castle, though the credit is 
often, but quite erroneously, attributed to 
‘Albert the Good.” Between the ages 
of 15 and 17, during his period of 
pupilage, he attended part-time classes in 
mathematics, science, English and Latin 
at King’s College, Aberdeen. Thereafter 
he worked for a short time in London; 
and in 1885 travelled (and sketched 
assiduously) in France, Spain and 
Holland. He practised in Aberdeen from 
1886 till 1928 latterly with Mr. James 
B. Nicol as his partner. After 1928, he 
carried out sundry commissions on his 
own account. Almost all his Lgioen 
were -erected in Aberdeen and its neigh- 
bourhood, and those best known are 
mainly Gothic in character; but he also 
designed many important works in Neo- 
classical style—notably two banks. He 
built-two new churches in Aberdeen, St. 
Ninian’s and St. Clement’s, both 
medieval in style, but distinctly Scot- 
tish and very original, and restored many 
more, including St. Machar’s Cathedral. 
He also carried out much domestic work 
and many memorials, but his most impor- 
tant-commission, in his own opinion, was 
his restoration of the fine chapel of 
King’s College Chapel at Old Aberdeen. 
‘“‘ He loved the old building,” remarks the 
writer of this memoir, “ with a passionate 
devotion, he knew its every stone and 
every detail of its fair-wrought wood- 
work, and nobody has ever had—or is 
likely again to have—so deep an under- 
standing of its architectural history.” His 
work included the restoration of the 
remarkable “crown steeple.” This is 
illustrated together with the famous 
examples at Newcastle and at St. Giles’ 
at Edinburgh. His other work, within the 
chapel, is also described in two papers, 
but in this respect the memoir is dis- 
appointing, for at least one general view 
of the interior is needed to picture this 
beautiful building, and the extent of the 
alterations by Sir Rowand Anderson 
are not clearly indicated. Another paper 
deals with Alexander Galloway, a local 
cleric who was also a patron of building, 
and incidentally demolishes the legend 
that he was his own architect. The re- 
maining paper is concerned with_ the 
architectural treatment of granite, which 
was hardly ever used in Aberdeenshire, 
except in a few castles, before the 
eighteenth century, in spite of the com: 
mon appellation of Aberdeen as the 
“‘ Granite City.” . 

MarTIN S. BRIGGS. 


Book Received. 


A COMPANION TO THE TOWN AND COUN: 
TRY PLANNING ACTS AND ORDER. By No!- 
man C. Abbey. (London: Eyre and Spot- 
tiswoode (Publishers), Ltd.) Price 10s. 64, 


* Wituiam Kewty. LL.D., A.R.S.A.: A Trisuts 
OFFERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN. 
Edited by W. Douglas Simpson. Pp. 
lllustrated. Aberdeen University Press. 
net. 
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Elevation to museum forecourt. 
Elevation to Park’s-road. 
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The Professor’s room. 











The library. 
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Central space, first floor, showing new rooflight. 























One of the laboratories. 


EXTENSION TO GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY BUILDING, OXFORD 
LANCHESTER AND LODGE, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 
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RECONSTRUCTION OF 
GREAT NEWPORT STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


J. NEWTON-SMITH, L.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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Detail of entrance. 


WESTMINSTER, it is widely 
recognised, is rich in remain- 
ing links with history, and perhaps 
it may be said that it possesses more 
buildings of note than any other 
locality of similar size in the 
country. The house at No. 5, 
Great Newport-street, where Sir 
Joshua Reynolds lived from 1753 
to 1761, is not without interest. 


Although No. 5 was one of 
many fashionable residences in the 
Parish of St. Martin’s in the eight- 
eenth century, it had no particular 
architectural merit, but it was here 
that Reynolds, at the age of 30, 
came to the notice of the nobility, 
and following his paintings of the 
Duchess of Hamilton, the Countess 
of Coventry, Commodore Keppel 
and others it is recorded that 
Reynolds’ work became so popular 
that he was receiving up to 150 
commissions a year. 


As Reynolds’ fame grew he num- 
bered among his friends Dr. John- 
son, Garrick and Boswell, as well 
as Sir William Chambers the 
architect, who later was to become 
Surveyor General in H.M. Office 
of Works. No. 5, Great Newport- 
street, is therefore of importance as 


being the real starting point of what 
was to be for Reynolds a most 
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election as the first President of 
the Royal Academy. 


Successive occupiers of the 
premises have sought to preserve 
the general character of the 
interior of the house and, in fact, 
the studio, with dais and dressing 
room, can be seen today, despite 
this part of the building having 
been used for various commercial 
purposes. 

The front of the house has 
undergone repairs and renovation 
from time to time, and prior to 
being faced in faience on this latest 
occasion was mainly of brick with 
a cement and timber front at 
ground to first floor level. It is 
interesting to relate, however, that 
when this part of the facade was 
removed it exposed another front- 
age comprising brickwork and 
framing and the remains of some 
fielded pine panels; it seems certain, 
therefore, that this must have been 
the facade known to Reynolds. 


Before the reconstruction work 
illustrated was carried out the 
brickwork generally was similar in 
character to a stock, and this had 
become so worn and brittle that it 
was obvious that a_ protective 
covering was required to save 
further deterioration or complete 
rebuilding. The proposal to clothe 
the facade was decided upon on 
account of the lesser cost, and this 
took the form of black faience tiles 
supplied and fixed by Messrs. 
Carters, of Poole. The simplicity 
of the front has been quietly 
relieved by wrought metalwork and 
the terrazzo-covered steps. 

The architect for the work was 
Mr. J. Newton-Smith, L.R.I.B.A. 

The necessary preparatory build- 
ing work was executed by Messrs. 
Livermore and Co., Ltd.: the 
window frames by Messrs. Gardi- 
ner and Sons, of Bristol; and the 
door panels by Messrs. Quinnell, 


successful career, culminating in his Rowhurst Forge, Leatherhead. 





No. 5, Great Newport-street, before reconstruction. 
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THIS plan* was prepared for the Clyde 
Valley Regional Planning Com- 
mittee. The survey began in 1944, an 
abbreviated edition of the plan was issued 
o local authorities in 1946, but it was 
mot until August, 1949, that the full plan 
was published and made available to 
planners and the general public. A long 
time to wait, but at least one can say 
that the final edition is first class both 
in content and illustration. A summary 
was given in these columns on August 
26. 
The survey includes: a general descrip- 
tion of the Region and of its relationship 
to the rest of Scotland which, industri- 
ally and commercially, it dominates; 
population studies; sample social studies 
of the Lanarkshire and Ayrshire Coal- 
fields and of Paisley, Hamilton and the 
Vale of Leven; industry; open space and 
recreation; the main communities in the 
Region; transport and. communications; 
agriculture; standards of community 
planning; Glasgow’s Planning Proposals; 
regional architecture; public services, 
vignettes of the more salient features of 
the towns and many of the villages in 
the Region. 

From each cf these surveys deductions 
are drawn and then conclusions arrived 
at, and so the plan is built up on a logi- 
cal basis of fact and estimate—a plan 
which “envisages an organic pattern of 
inter-related communities, economically 
and socially balanced, evolving from the 
City of Glasgow, linked by a system of 
communications and parks and based 
upon sound industrial proposals.” 

The Region surrounds the Clyde Basin, 
in which stands the City of Glasgow, and 
which is the industrial and commercial 
heart of Scotland. The Region is de- 
scribed as one of contrasts (most of which 
have a geological basis); of scenery, of 
land use, of distribution of population 
and industry, and of types of community. 
While over two-fifths of the whole popu- 
lation of: Scotland live and work within 
it, half of its area is moorland and heath, 
and the wild slopes of Ben Lomond are 
distant only 25 miles from the heart of 
Glasgow, where, in the dock-side tene- 
ments, over 700,000 people crowd to- 
gether in an area of less than three square 
miles. 

Population. 


As already noted, over two-fifths of 
the wholé population of Scotland live and 
work within the Region. Scotland’s 
natural increase—i.e., excess of births 
over deaths, is higher than England’s, but 
this is set off by a higher infant mortality 
rate and emigration to England and 
America. Within the Region there have 
been both increases and decreases of 
population, the latter largely due to migra- 
tion to the towns. The total increase is 
largely due to immigration, much of it 
from the Highlands, and some from 
Ireland. After considering all the pros 
and cons with regard to the future, the 
consultants proceed on the assumption 
that, immigration and emigration apart, 
the population of the Region will remain, 
over the next 40 or 50 years, substantially 
as at present, but will have a higher pro- 
portion of the older age groups. 


Social Studies. 

The importance of such studies is 
stressed and the sample social study of 
the Vale of Leven was the prelude to the 
detailed redevelopment plan for that area 
included in the Report. 

* “Clyde Valley Regional Plan.”  Bv_ Sir 
Pattick Abercrombie, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
P-P.T.P.I., and Robert H. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A. 
H.M.S.0., price £4 4s. net. 
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CLYDE VALLEY REGIONAL PLAN 


Industry and its Siting. 

Coalmining, metal manufacture, ship- 
building and marine engineering and the 
port, are referred to as being of outstand- 
ing importance to the basic economy of 
the Region. All these and other local 
industries are fully described, and it is 
pointed out that the development of coal 
and iron and steel has inevitably dimin- 
ished the material resources of the 
Region and that to-day we have reached 
a turning point in its economy when 
energy and inventive resource must be 
turned into new channels. Although there 
are extensive reserves of coal within the 
Region, in Ayrshire, the central coalfield 
in Lanarkshire is being rapidly exhausted. 
On the other hand, new coalfields are 
being developed in Fifeshire, east of the 
Region. The absence of definite informa- 
tion with reference to the reorganisation 
of the iron and steel industry is deplored, 
but it is assumed that it will not follow 
the coal eastward, but will still be focussed 
on the Clyde and its shipbuilding and 
marine engineering, although large scale 
rearrangement within the Region is to be 
expected. The consultants have been 
greatly hindered by the scarcity and un- 
certainty of the data about the mining in- 
dustry, such as the extent of the area 
worked for coal, the seams yet to be 
wrought, where subsidence has taken 
place and whether it is finished. ‘The 
best grouping to provide for satisfactorily 
planned communities has often to be 
sacrificed in favour of relatively unsuit- 
able sites which happen to be free from 
mineral subsidence.” Also subsidence 
has often a serious effect on agriculture. 
The advantages of hydraulic stowage are 
referred to. The question of possible new 
industries for the Region is approached 
with caution, but a good case is made 
out for Plastics, Metal Moulds, Presses 
and Dies. A number of new industrial 
estates are proposed, four of which would 
be incorporated in New Towns at Cum- 
bernauld-Condorrat, East Kilbride 
(already begun), Bishopton and Houston. 
A comprehensive long-term: scheme of 
physica! rehabilitation of the Region’s 
derelict areas is also propounded. 


Open Space and Recreation. 


The exceptional assets of the Region 
as well as local shortcomings (including 
a total deficiency of public recreation 
space of 7,800 acres, in the industrial 
basin of the Clyde) are fully described. A 
Green Belt is proposed for the Clyde 
Valley, which would not be so much a 
primarily recreational zone of limitation 
beyond which development, consequent 
upon reduction of central densities, 
should take place, as a great. agricultural 
zone containing not only the conurbation 
itself, but the proposed New Towns. Two 
of the most beautiful areas within the 
Region are covered by National Park 
proposals, and suggestions are made for 
the protection and treatment of scenic 
areas and of areas of particular interest 
to the naturalist. The establishment of 
a National Recreation Centre at Balloch 
is recommended. Regional Parks are 
proposed and New Towns at Hunterston 
and Rosneath, to be holiday towns start- 
ing as well-designed holiday camps. The 
Coast is surveyed and, inter alia, the 
partial reclamation of the great stretch of 
Hunterston Sands to. allow of the con- 
struction of a Yacht Centre is proposed. 


The Main Communities. 


This chapter mainly comprises a study 
of housing conditions, densities and re- 
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quirements at each main centre, and con- 
sequential proposals for decentralisation, 
particularly from Glasgow where densi- 
ties of 700 persons per acre are to be 
found and 400-500 persons per acre is not 
uncommon. Community groupings are 
proposed in detail and the four new 
towns, already referred to, recommended 
for the redistribution of urban popula- 
tions, are described. Some decentralisa- 
tion, away from the Region, in accord- 
ance with a national plan for the repopi- 
lation of Scotland as a whole, is envisaged. 


Transport and Communications. 

The road proposals include a limited 
number of single-purpose motorways and 
the conversion of A8, the recently con- 
structed road between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, into a motorway. The 
propo regional roads are linked with 
the road scheme of the City of Glasgow 
and, in addition, an outer ring road with 
a tunnel under the Clyde at Hillington 
is proposed. / Railway electrification is 
recommended for a number of short- 
distance heavily trafficked routes radiat- 
ing from Glasgow. The City Engineer had 
suggested two new main railway 
terminals, but the consultants have an 
alternative proposal which would 
eliminate Buchanan-street and Queen- 
street Stations and, in effect, provide a 
single interchange station interconnect- 
ing Central and St. Enoch Stations. A 
Regional Tyansport Authority is recom- 
mended. Prestwick airport is of national 
importance and Renfrew airport serves 
Glasgow, the Region and the Islands. A 
second regional airport in North Lanark- 
shire is strongly recommended, both as 
an alternative to Renfrew and also to 
serve the very large population of the 
industrialised part of the country. Rivers, 
harbours and docks are reviewed and in 
a riparian survey of the Clyde it is noted 
that the monopoly of usage by shipyards 
and docks has prevented large-scale de- 
velopment ‘of riverside industries. The 
early establishment of a Clyde Port 
Authority, as recommended by the 
Cooper Committee, is endorsed. 


Agriculture. 


This chapter is the work of Mr. T. B. 
Manson, F.R.I.C.S., Chief Land Officer, 
Department of Agriculture for Scotland. 
The whole position of agriculture within 
the Region is discussed, soil. values and 
town units are described and observations 
are made on the proposed plan, from the 
agricultural point of view. The con- 
sultants report that they have, wherever 
possible, endeavoured to preserve the 
best land. for the continued use of agri- 
culture. 


Standards of Community Planning. 


The disregard of the principles of 
community planning in the inter-war 
housing schemes is commented upon and 
standards are laid down. The constitu- 
ents of a residential neighbourhood unit 
of 10,000 persons are set out in a table 
which, however, provides for higher den- 
sities and less open space than recom- 
mended in either the Dudley Report or by 
the New Towns Committee, and it is 
assumed the separate playing fields are 
not. necessary for. the primary and 
secondary schools. A detailed study and 
plan is provided for the Leven. Valley, 
the main approach to Loch Lomond 
from Glasgow and the south, as a com- 
pact and. almost self-contained example 
of the problems of the Region in minia- 
ture. ; : 


Glasgow’s Planning Proposals. 
The consultants were not concerned 
with the inner planning of Glasgow, 
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and have linked up with it. 






spill of from .250,000-300,000 persons. 
Regional Architecture. 


housing design. 


housing. 
Public Services and Administration. 


in place of local provision. 


the area in its best sense. 


positive planning, is recommended. 
GEORGE L. PEPLER. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible. 


Communism and Technical 
Associations 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—Mr. Loweth, referring to steps 
that have been taken to deprive 
Communists of the right to hold certain 
Civil Service and trade union positions, 
and blandly assuming that every “ right- 
thinking person” thinks as he does, asks 
(in his letter published by you on August 
26) whether we have gone far enough. 
Fortunately the Minister of Labour 
answered this question in the House of 
Commons not long ago. He thought we 
had gone far enough and he strongly 
deprecated .proposals by a commercial 
firm to extend the Civil Service “ purge ” 
to their own organisation. 

Mr. Loweth next curdles our blood by 
talking of “Technical organisations 
. . . whose members, it has been dis- 
closed, were asked to complete a secret 
questionnaire regarding their employers 
and the organisation for which they 
worked.” This, I suspect, is where the 
shoe pinches. How annoying that em- 
ployees should dare to discuss their 
superiors—perhaps even to criticise them! 
How even more galling that these em- 
ployees should refuse to publish their 
names and thus unfairly deprive their 
employers of the opportunity to dismiss 
them! 

It appears from Mr. Loweth’s letter 
that the organisations he so dislikes are 
trade unions. As they have nearly eight 
million members, he has quite a big job 
in his campaign against them—a cam- 
paign in which other “ right-thinking ” 
persons have failed before him. I imagine 
that the members of these organisations 
would be pretty unanimous in asking 
Mr. Loweth to let them manage their own 
affairs. They have always looked with 
suspicion. on advice from _ outsiders 









but, as already noted, they are in gene- 
ral agreement with the city’s road plan 
They are, 
however, strongly opposed to the pro- 
posed peripheral extension of the city 
and estimate and provide for an over- 


The characteristic architecture of vari- 
ous parts of the region is described and 
illustrated and a possible return is sug- 
gested to the straightforward proportions 
of earlier design as a basis for modern 
Some examples of vil- 
lage planning in the region are illus- 
trated in order to indicate types of lay- 
out which might be developed for modern 


The present position with reference to 
water, gas, drainage and electricity is 
set out, with the general comment that 

ublic services in general require regional 


It is stated that the Regional Inquiry 
that has taken place has shown unmis- 
takably that the-present system of local 
government, with its watertight compart- 
ments of local government areas, is alto- 
gether inadequate and unsuited to the 
problems that face the development of 
A regional 
authority of a permanent character, in 
order to reserve a continuous policy of 
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(especially from non-unionists) and they knew of a case of 
believe that they themselves are best 
fitted to run their own organisations and 


to elect officials they can sg 


LISTER. 
6, Great Croft, 
Cromer-street, W.C.1. 


he says. I yp hogar 
a carriage shop or sweeper being 
appointed as a clerk of works. But the 
point I would really like to make is this: 
am years of age now and 
have been a carpenter and joiner all my 
life, as was my father before me. Alto- 
ig! I have had 36 years’ experience, 
4 in or near London, and have been a 
foreman carpenter for years. I have 
applied for between 30 and 40 posts 
for clerks of works, in several cases attend- 
ing for interview. But each time a 
younger man has been given the job. 

I have always regarded the job of 
clerk of works as being one for a man 
over 50 years of age. 

It would appear that either I have 
too much practical experience or am too 


old now. 
Over 50. 































































To Tue Epiror oF The Builder. 
1rR,—Mr. Loweth’s letter in your issue 
of August 26 is an example of the 

attempt often made by propagandists to 
discredit a point of view to which they are 
opposed by begging the question—by 
assuming that it is harmful and wicked 
and that “no right-thinking person would 
hold it,” etc. This is convenient because 
it not only saves argument and even 
thought but more easily justifies the most 
abnormal behaviour towards the adherents 
of that point of view, such as, in this case, 
an inquisition by employers, if you please, 
into the opinions of applicants for jobs, 

It needs to be said to the Mr. Loweths 
and remembered by the casual readers of 
their numerous solemn letters to the Press 
that Communism, whether we agree or 
disagree with it, is one of the largest and 
most influential trends of opinion and 
philosophy in the world, upheld by 
iterally millions of serious, ordinary and 
decent people. And in this country, 
where Communists are a minority, they 
include numbers of people in the profes- 
sions, arts and sciences, distinguished in 
their fields. Trade unionists, and anyone 
else, too, have a perfect right to these 
opinions, and Mr. Loweth’s pretensions to 
impose “right-thinking” seem arrogant 
and decidedly unpleasant. 

Eric STEVENSON. 
31, Campden-grove, W.8. . 


Clerks of Works : The Missing Link 


To Tue Epitor oF The Builder. 
wi IR,—Mr. McKendrick raises an interest- 
ing point in his letter of August 26, 


Norfolk. 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

IR,—My critic, in his well intended 
remarks of September 2, seems to 
infer that I am putting a time limit upon 
experience, when, in fact, well-informed 
opinion in our profession accepts that 
experience is obtained during one’s entire 
lifetime, so I am really at one with him 

on that score and not in contradiction. 
He also displays that confidence in our 
general stability as a body which (in 
these days of controls for the sake of con- 
trols) is a confidence exhibiting a dan- 
gerous degree of complacency, which I 
venture to suggest is typical of a person 
of 25 years’ experience who refuses to 
admit or believe that much more is ex- 
pected of a clerk of works to-day than in 
the days of his happy hunting. Neverthe- 
less, I bow to the seniority with which his 

25 years’ experience has endowed him. 

Wn. McKENDRICK, 

Member of Institute of 

Clerks of Works. 
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of knowledge and experience required for 
the duties of a clerk of works, establish 
regular examinations to certify those who 
possess that knowledge and let the em- 
ployers of clerks of works specify that 
standard as an essential requisite when 
advertising vacancies. 

The prospective clerk of works will then 
select courses of study, and, so far as he 
is able, craft employment, which will en- 
able him to pass the qualifying examina- 
tion. It is to fill this very need that the 
Association of Building Technicians has 
organised annual examinations of a high 
standard, based on the experience of*a 
committee of eminent members of the pro- 
fessions, and which it is felt can be safely 
accepted as a standard requirement by 
those employing bodies anxious to obtain 
the best type of clerk of works. 

The A.B.T., appreciating the urgent 
need for improving the status of clerks 
of works through education and qualifi- 
cation, aims to do this by setting up the 
examinations, approaching the education 
authorities regarding increased facilities 
for training and by bringing clerks of 
works into regular contact with other 
technicians where they can develop their 


L.M.B.A. President’s Reply to Criticism 

Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, had 
something more to say about apprentice- 
ship when he attended a Central Area 
No. 1 lunch recently. 

Explaining the importance of finding 2 
solution to the problem of recruiting 
apprentices and training them efficiently 
on work which did not lend itself to 
training, Mr. Hannen said the L.M.B.A. 
was turning its attention to that matter 
immediately. The Apprentice Masters had 
discussed the issue, as had representatives 
of the National Federation. 

Referring to criticism of an earlier 
speech of his, made by Mr. E. L. Jones. 
in a letter to The Builder, Mr. Hannen 
said that Mr. Jones, secretary of the 
operatives in London, was astonished at 
his reference to learners and labourers 
blossoming into craftsmen and asked if 
his remarks were to be taken seriously, 
Mr. Hannen continued:— 

“Let me assure Mr. Jones that he must 
take me very seriously indeed, not as 
advocating a return to the old ways, but 
as one who is facing the fact that unless 


knowledge by pooling experience. In this 3 scheme can be evolved which 

; : : adequately 
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technicians. industry will man itself through unofii- 
cial and unsatisfactory channels. 

“These are carefully chosen words. I 
recognise the seriousness of the position 
and I hope that a solution to it will be 
found acceptable alike to Mr. Jones and 
to the employers, but it is no use closing 
our eyes to present-day difficulties, 


T. M. McLaREN. 
25, Nightingale-lane, S.W.4. 


To THE Eprtor oF The Builder 
Qik —1 have read “Clerk. of Works” 

letter in your issue of September 2 
and in many respects'I agree with what 
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THE BUILDER 


BUILDING -PRODUCTIVITY TEAM 
Statement on Return from United States 


(THE Building Productivity Team 

returned to this country on Friday, 
September 9, after six weeks’ visit to 
the United States under the auspices 
of the Anglo-American Council on 
Productivity. 

The leader of the team was Mr. R. O. 
Lloyd, O.B.E., Senior Vice-President of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. Other members of 
the team included Mr. Michael Water- 
house, President of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects; Mr. F. Beasley, 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives; Mr. Wilfred Hors- 
fall, junior vice-president of the 
N.F.B.T.E.; Mr. Stanley Farrow and Mr. 
C. D. Calverley, who are both Council 
members of the National Federation. 
Mr. C. Gordon Rowlands, M.A., Secre- 
tary of the NF.BTE., acted as 
Secretary. 

The following statement on the tour 
has been issued:— 


In the six weeks of our tour we have 
examined as thoroughly as possible the 
organisation, constructional techniques 
and general outlook of the American 
building industry in Washington and New 
York, and in the industrial centres of 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Boston and adjacent districts. Our 
object has been to compare American 
practices with our own to see if we 
could bring back any recommendations 
to help our industry at home to increase 
its efficiency and reduce its costs, thus 
assisting directly our export industries 
which need new buildings and our 
housing programme. Our team consists 
of architects, quantity surveyors, con- 
tractors, a _ specialist contractor and 
operatives. We have thus been able to 
cover a particularly wide field in our 
examination of the contribution which 
can be made by each section of the 
industry to greater productivity. 

We have been greatly impressed by 
what -we_have seen in design, in the 
organisation of work both before and 
after the contract is placed, in the avail- 
ability and use of materials, and in the 
outlook of each individual member of 
the building team, all tending towards 
greater efficiency, greater speed and 
lower costs. We have made a particu- 
larly detailed review of the cost of build- 
ing in America; our quantity surveyors 
have analysed the costs of a large num- 
ber of separate contracts, and we have 
found that the overall cost of building in 
the United States at the present time is 
approximately 55-80 per cent. above that 
in this country. 


Planned Building Contracts. 

An important part of that figure is, of 
course, made up by labour costs. As the 
average rates of wages in the United 
States are.rather more than four times 
our own, this means that there must be 
an appreciable saving on the other items, 
and we have investigated the methods by 
which these savings are secured. Chief 
among them is the fact that, whereas we 
are yet handicapped and frustrated 
by shortages of various essential 
materials, whether they be still sub- 
ject to official control or _ not, 
there is in the U.S. an abundance of 
every kind of building material and 
fitting: timber, steel and other metals, 
heating appliances, etc. This means 
that a building contract can be planned 


down to the delivery and fixing of the 
last item. Everyone connected with the 
job knows what the target is, and knows, 
moreover, that with good organisation 
and hard work from all jt can and must 
be achieved. That is a position which 
we would all like to see in this country, 
and until it can be regained everything 
else is but a palliative. 


The incentive thus given to speed and 
efficiency is réeflected in the output of the 
individual operative. In the United 
States the average production per man- 
hour is 50 per cent. more than in Britain. 
This does not mean that the American 
worker necessarily works at a 50 per 
cent, higher speed or puts into his work 
that amount of increased physical effort. 
All the other factors—design, materials 
and contract organisation—help him to 
achieve that figure, but it is our conclusion 
that, for these and other reasons which 
will be enumerated in our report, the 
American workman is enabled to, and 
does, work more effectively than the 
British workman. We believe that he 
puts everything he can into his work 
without holding back. The tempo of the 
job is fixed from the commencement 
like a machine belt in a factory, and each 
one who does not keep up to the line, 
in whatever capacity he may be engaged, 
is rejected. The direct material incentive 
is the high rate of wages of the building 
trade craftsman, which is one of the 
highest skilled rates in American in- 
dustry, from which he is able to main- 
tain, while in employment, an extremely 
high standard of living, related to a cost 
of living which, while differing in detail 
from our own, we found to be lower 
than we had expected. The individual, 
to maintain that standard of living, must 
keep his job. Despite the large amount 
of work in progress, there was a pool 
of unemployment in most of the centres 


‘we visited, and everywhere we went we 


were told that individual productivity 
had varied over a period in accordance 
with the rise or fall in the number of 
men seeking work. It is now definitely 
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The British Building Productivity team on board the * Queen Elizabeth.” 
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on the up-grade. American unemploy- 
ment benefits are not paid nationally, 
and in general they represent a_ far, 
smaller percentage of the normal. weekly 
wage than in this country. If a man 
loses his job he is in danger, therefore, 
of losing his refrigerator, his automobile, 
and possibly his home. 


Building in a Competitive World. 


The same considerations apply in each 
of the other sections of the industry. The 
architect must be, and is in general, a 
completely efficient business machine, ex- 
perienced in the same hard school as the 
building contractor. The contractor, 
like the architect, has to live in a highly 
competitive world; competition among 
them being keen both in cost and in tirne. 
The sub-contractors and specialists, more 
highly developed than in our country, are 
compelled to co-operate to the full with 
the main contractor and with each other, 
or the job will not be successful. Each 
not only has his incentive, but also can- 
not afford to risk failure.’ While there is 
greater scope for successful trading, there 
is also greater scope for failure, and the 
American state provides no feather bed 
for failures. 


Technical Developments. 

We have seen many points of great 
interest in the technical field. The ex- 
tensive used of cinder blocks as backing 
for exterior walling, of asphalt- shingles 
with a life of 15 or 20 years as a cheap 
and efficient roofing material, the mini- 
mum use of scaffolding, representing 
vast savings, and the use of ready-mixed 
concrete. Plant and equipment of all 
types are readily available. We saw 
nothing particularly new in heavy plant 
or hoisting machinery—indeed, in some 
of these respects we are further advanced 
than the Americans—but there were no 
shortages, whereas many British contrac- 
tors are still unable to obtain the equip- 
ment they require. Machinery was used 
on the job itself to a greater extent to 
cut and shape materials, representing .a 
saving in labour and transportation costs. 

We have studied American methods of 
home-building, both by public bodies and 
by private enterprise. A far greater 
proportion of the total demand is met 





es: | 3 











362 


by the private housebuilder than in this 
country. There are no restrictions upon 
his activities, and he is doing a great 
work. For example, the average skilled 
workman in industry can afford to buy 
his own home, and this is a great induce- 
ment in itself to productivity. The 
amount of Federal and State housing, 
and financial assistance, is, however, in- 
creasing. An important difference in 
housing is the great advances which the 
Americans have made in the design and 
installation of central heating in all types 
of houses. 


Efficiency of the British Industry. 


To sum up, we have found nothing to 
undermine our conviction that, provided 
our building industry at home can be 
supplied with adequate materials and 
labour, and provided that everyone, from 
the top to the bottom of the industrial 
ladder, can be given that essential incen- 
tive to personal effort which the 
Americans possess and enjoy, the British 
building industry can equal the American 
industry in its efficiency. These factors 
are, however, all important, and some of 
them ‘are outside the control of industry 
itself, or, indeed, of the British Govern- 
ment acting alone. The industry must, 
however, strive to achieve that spirit of 
initiative which. the Americans display, 
and must not allow itself to be numbed 
into mute acceptance of present condi- 
tions and practices as something in- 
evitable and enduring. 


The Visit “ A Great Privilege.” 

The team as a whole is unanimous in 
recognising how great a privilege it has 
been for us to have this opportunity of 
examining a great and progressive in- 
dustry. There can be no doubt that the 
Anglo-American Council on Productivity 
has conceived a great idea in sending 
teams from various industries across the 
ocean. We can assure British industry 
from our experience that American in- 
dustrialists, management and labour 
alike, are willing and anxious to receive 
their representatives and to give them 
full opportunities for seeing everything 
they wish to. We received the utmost 
assistance, and the greatest hospitality, 
from the moment we landed until we left, 
and the Economic Co-operation Ad- 
ministration, which organised our tour, 
the American Institute of Architects, the 
Associated General Contractors’ of 
America, the American Federation of 
Labour, and the National Association of 

. Homebuilders are all entitled to our most 
grateful thanks. 


The Report' under Preparation. 

We are now making good progress 
with the preparation of our report, which 
will contain our detailed conclusions. It 
is not possible at the moment to give any 
date for its appearance, because we have 
been so fully occupied with our visits to 
building sites. and to architects’, con- 
tractors’ and trade union offices that we 
had little time until we joined the ship 
for considering our conclusions or even 
of reading the vast amount of printed 
matter which we have collected. Every 
effort will, however, be made to prepare 
it as quickly as possible, and we hope 
when it is ready to arrange for members 
of the team to attend meetings of the 
industry in all parts of the country. It 
will be our object to try to infuse into 
our industry at home the spirit of per- 
sonal initiative which we met in the 
United States, in the hope that thereby 
we may overcome our resent 
. difficulties. 4 
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Final Conference before Sailing 
for England 


DETAILS are given by the United States 
Information Service of the proceedings at 
a Press conference arranged for the 
Team before the members left New York 
for England on September 1. The Service 
reports : — 


The greater productivity in American 
construction, according to Mr. WILFRED 
HoRSFALL, general contractor and builder 
of Liversedge, Yorks, was based on abun- 
dance of material, better organisation on 
the job and more and _ better food for 
workmen and the abundance of consumer 
goods available, providing an incentive for 
increased earnings. He added that the 
spirit existing between management and 
labour was good, and that evéryone en- 
gaged in a building project in the United 
States said “ let’s get on with the job, and 
get it done.” 


Mr. Horsfall and other members of the 
team paid high tribute to the skill and 
industry of British building trade workers, 
but stated that the workers were handi- 
capped by acute scarcity of timber, small 
allotments of steel and a limited diet. It 
was said also that the lack of newly 
trained craftsmen in the building trades 
had caused a labour shortage in the 
United Kingdom. 


Mr. ROBERT OWEN LLoyp, of Birken- 
head, the team leader, said that the British 
Government was placing heavy emphasis 
on the types of construction which will 
contribute most to Britain’s economic 
recovery. Materials were being allotted 
in such a manner, he said, as to provide 
first for buildings and ‘services entering 
into the export trade which must be de- 
veloped to help the United Kingdom 
speedily regain economic independence. 

Mr. FRANCIS BEASLEY, of Tadworth, 
Surrey, Industrial adviser to the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
declared that construction workers in the 
United Kingdom put into their jobs just 
as much physical energy as their counter- 
parts on the United States, but he added 
that the diet of the British workers made 
it impossible for them to maintain the 
same fast pace on the job that was the 
rule in the United States. He declared that 
there was generally a higher grade of 
craftsmanship in the United Kingdom con- 
struction trades because Great Britain had 
longer periods of apprenticeship, with 
young men being taught the whole carpen- 
try craft, for example, rather than just one 
phase of it. as was the custom in the 
United States. 

“ On-the-job organisation has proceeded 
to an amazing point in the United States,” 
said Mr. MIcHAEL T. WATERHOUSE, 
P.R.I.B.A. This assured, he pointed out, 
that materials would be ready and waiting 
so that craftsmen lost no time because of 
delay in delivery of things they needed. 


On the other side of the picture. it was 
reported that British homes were built to 
last much longer than those now being 
erected in the United States. British 
financing of new homes extended fre- 
quently over a period of 32 years, which 
Was more than twice the average length 
of American mortgages, it was reported. 
The British system of training apprentices 
was said to be better organised than the 
American plan studied by the team during 
its visit to the United States. Trade 


union members of the group declared that 

the British practice of guaranteeing build- 

ing trades craftsmen’ at least 32 hours’ 

pay each week was working well, and 

—_ be worth considering in the United 
ates. 
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‘BRITISH INDUSTRY AND 


AMERICA 

THAT, with some outstanding excep- 

tions, British industry had hardly 
started to break into the American 
market, was a point made by Sir Norman 
Kipping, director-general of the Federa- 
tion of British Industries, when he spoke 
to the London Rotary Club on August 31. 
Sir Norman Kipping said:— 

There are two compelling arguments for 
higher productivity, which are of direct 
interest to the ordinary citizen. First, it 
carries with it lower costs which are ob- 
viously essential to maintain our competi- 
tive trading position and to reduce prices 
at home as well as abroad. Secondly, 
we are already fully using all our 
resources of men and materiais, yet we are 
barely producing enough for export and 
we. are living in austerity. Our exports 
obviously cannot be reduced, so the 
only way out of austerity is the better use 
of the same resources. Higher produc- 
tivity is the only alternative to austerity. 

With some oustanding excéptions, 
British industry has hardly started to 
break into the American market. So far, 
in a sellers’ market, the risks and difficul- 
ties of dollar selling at the expense of 
full order books and easier outlets, have 
been a formidable deterrent, and there 
have been few countervailing incentives. 
But it is in manufacturers’ own interests 
to do so, since. otherwise our economy 
will run down, unemployment will recur, 
and our home market will suffer accord- 
ingly. 

While we must study American selling 
techniques more intensively, many of 
their channels of distribution are designed 
for vast quantities of highly standardised 
products, and will be less appropriate for 
us. We must find new and imaginative 
ways of marketing across the American 
continent large numbers of new lines. 
At present our sales to America amount 
to only about ten shillings per head of 
their poplation each year. We can do 
better than that. 


BUILDING WAGES 


Change in Labourers’ .Rates: First 
Stage Adjustment 


ARISING from the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry’s Notice 
of Amendment of Labourers’ Rates, 
issued on May 31 last, attention is called 
to the fact that the First Stage Adjustment 
will cperate on October 3 next; from which 
date the authorised rates payable to 
labourers in‘the respective Graded Dis- 
tricts will be as under :— 


NEW RATES (PER HOUR). 
Labourers 


London (within 12-miles circle) 2/5 
London (12-15 miles) : 2/44 
Grade “A” Districts 2/3% 
Grade “‘ Al” Districts .. 2/34 
Grade “‘ A2” Districts .. 2/3 
Grade “‘ A3” Districts .. 2/24 
Liverpool (Special) RR 2/5 


Note of Revision of Rate of ‘Lodging 
Allowance 


Due notice having been given, the annual 
meeting of the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry decided to request 
its general purposes committee to examine, 
and report upon, the current rate of Lodg- 
ing Allowance. Having received the Com- 
mittee’s report, the Council has now de- 
cided, under the provisions of National 
Working Rule 6 (B) (3), to revise the stipu- 
lated rate of lodging allowance by making 
it 6s. (six shillings) per night instead of the 
existing rate of 5s. It has further \been 
decided that the change shall take effect 
from October 3 next. 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
BUILDING WEEK 
An Outline of Events 


MPPHE Tunbridge Wells Building Week, 
arranged by the Ministry of Works, 
is due to open on September 19. The idea 
behind the week is to provide an oppor- 
tunity for everyone to see not only what 
the building industry has done, but how it 
is organising its resources for the immense 
tasks before it. 

The events which make up the week’s 
programme are being sponsored by repre- 
sentatives of the industry—employers, 
operatives, architects and civil engineers— 
in the region, and by the Government 
departments concerned with _ building 
operations. Schools of building and 
architecture in the region will demonstrate 
the work of their students. A large exhi- 
bition is to be staged jointly by the various 
sections of the industry and Government 
departments, inside and outside the Assem- 
bly Rooms in Tunbridge Wells. _ Here, 
displays by the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Operatives‘ may 
be seen alongside those presented by 
building material producers in the region 
and by regional associations of architects 
and civil engineers. 

Brick hoists, earth movers, power 
tools, other new machines and materials 
for the large and small builder, will also 
be shown. Working demonstrations of 
these machines will be- given daily. 
Methods of site organisation for the pro- 
gramming and progressing of building 
operations, including a simple costing sys- 
tem, will be depicted in an exhibition by 
the Ministry of Works, while a display 
by the Building Research Station will 
show the ‘application of the results of 
research by the design and construction 
of houses. This will include exhibits on 
foundations, heat insulation, plumbing 
and drainage. 

Visitors interested in recruitment and 
training for the industry will be able to 
study the work of the Building Appren- 
ticeship and Training Council, and also 
an exhibit by the Youth Employment 
Service illustrating the vocational guid- 
ance, placing and recruitment which the 
Service provides for young people. A 
wide range of models and drawings exe- 
cuted by young apprentices and students 
of technical colleges and schools in Kent. 
Surrey and Sussex will constitute another 
display. 

Models and plans of the new town of 
Crawley will be featured, and a special 
section by the Ministry of Town aad 
Country Planning will show something of 
the progress made in planning technique 
and research. 

A housing section’will include drawings 
indicating Ministry of Health standards of 
accommodation, also layout plans and 
house designs of several local authority 
schemes in the region, and photographs of 
new houses completed by local authori- 
ties since the end of the last war. An 
exhibit by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power will show how the efficient insula- 
tion of houses and factories can result not 
only in improved space heating, but also 
in reduction in fuel consumption. 

An exhibition, presented by the South- 
Eastern Brick and Tile Federation, will 
show more than 140 bricks and tiles of 
various colours and for all building pur- 


oses. 
There will be a daily showing of films 
of interest to builders, the professions 
and operatives. At the information centre 
experts in all aspects of building will deal 
with inquiries. 
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A building conference is to take place 
in the Assembly Hall on September 24 at 
2.30 p.m., when the joint chairmen will 
be: Sir Luke Fawcett, O.B.E. (president, 
N.F.B.T.O.), Mr. Norman Longley, 
M.1.0.B. (president. N.F.B.T.E.), Mr. 
Michael T. Waterhouse, M.C., B.A. 
(Oxon.) (president, R.I.B.A.) and Mr. 
A. M. MacTaggart (president, F.C.E:€.). 

Among speakers at the conference will 
be: Mr. W. Keith Martin (president, 
Southern Counties F.B.T.E.), Councillor 
C. G. Blanchard, O.B.E. (secretary, 
Southern Counties’ Regional (Council 
N.F.B.T.O.) and Mr. S. Loweth, F.S.A., 
F.R.LB.A., F.S.A., Kent County Architect. 

Following are details of lectures to be 
given during the week in the Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre:— 

“The Architect and the Building In- 
dustry,” by Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., 
P.P.R.I.B.A. (September 19, 3 p.m.); 
“Education and Training,’ by Mr. 
Anthony L. Peyman, O.B.E. (September 
20, 3 p.m.); “ Building Science To-day,” 
by Dr. T. W. Parker, F.R.LC., deputy 
director of building research, Building 
Research Station (September 21, 3 p.m.); 
“Crawley New Town,” by Sir Thomas 
P. Bennett, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. (September 
22, 3 p.m.); “ Pre-stressed Concrete,” by 
Mr.-H, Kaylor, B.Sc.Tech. (September 22, 
7 p.m.); and “ The Building Industry,” by 
Sir Harold Emmerson, K.C.B., Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Works, 
and chairman of the Advisory Council on 
Building Research and Development 
(September 23, 3 p.m.). 

Admission tickets to these lectures are 
obtainable from the Building Week 
Officer, Ministry of Works, Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Principal stands in the “ Building To- 
day ” exhibition at the Assembly Rooms 
have been taken by: — 

Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers and Operatives, 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
Institution of Civil Engineers, South- 
Eastern Brick “and Tile Federation, 
Stock Brick Manufacturers, British 
Ceramic Research Association, Gypsum 
Building Products Association, Sand Lime 
Brick Manufacturers’ Association, Cement 
and Concrete Association, Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning, Crawley 
Development Corporation, Building Re- 
search Station, and the Ministries of Agri- 
culture, Fuel and Power, Labour, Health, 
and Works. 


STRUCTURAL ASPECTS 
OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS 


Fire Research Board’s Report 


The 1948 report of the Fire Research 
Board, recently published by H. 
Stationery Office, contains references to 
the structural aspects of fires in build- 
ings. Following are two relevant ex- 
tracts from the report:— 

With the increasing interest that is 
being shown in the possibilities of pre- 
stressed concrete constructions it is im- 
portant to have full information about 
the fire hazard. Preliminary tests with 
representative joists with a #-in. plaster- 
board ceiling have shown the type of be- 
haviour to be expected under fire condi- 
tions, and have also indicated the need 
for further experimental work of two 
kinds. The first, which offers immediate 
practical possibilities, is the design of 
adequate thermal insulation for the con- 
crete. Two experimental floors have been 
constructed using different types of fire 
protection; these were to be tested early 


this year. The second investigation, which 
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will, supplement this work, is a closer 
study of the factors which determine the 
particular type of failure of poms 
concrete in fires, so that it may be possible 
to design the most economical element 
of structure with adequate fire resistance. 


Fire Check Flush Doors. 

Following the adoption of a 30-minute 
Fire Check Flush Door as a British Stan- 
dard, a request was received from the 
British Standards Institution for experi- 
ments to enable the specification of a 
one-hour Fire Check Door. After pre- 
liminary development work two doors of 
different forms of construction were de- 
signed, each of which gave a satisfactory 
performance. The one selected for final 
test was similar in design to the 30- 
minute door except that it had a layer 
of asbestos wallboard between the ply- 
wood faces and the frame. The only 
sign of distress at the end of a one-hour 
fire-resistance test was at the lintel. It is 
well known that the frame often presents 
the most dangerous point in door con- 
struction.’ Two doors of the projected 
standard are being constructed for testing 
in conjunction with frames of improved 
design. 


PETERLEE NEW TOWN 
Minister Announces Early Start 


DENIAL of the truth of rumours that 
the site at Peterlee is threatened by subsi- 
dence and that the New Town cannot be 
built on the designated area, was given by 
Mr. Lewis SILKIN, M.P., Minister of 
Town and Country .Planning, when he 
spoke at Durham on September 1. 

“IT want to say, right at the start, that 
these rumours are false, and that the New 
Town can be built, and that it is going to 
be built as quickly as we can do it,” said 
the Minister. “ Work on the roads and 
sewers for the first 100 houses is starting 
in the next two or three weeks, and plenty 
of land is being made available for build- 
ing by the Corporation both for houses 
and for the town centre. 

“The delay in making a start with the 
houses is because we have had to 
straighten out the subsidence problem 
with the Coal Board. When we desig- 
nated the site, we knew, of course, that 
the programme of coal workings and the 
building plans of the New Town would 
have to be very carefully tied up. This 
could not be done, however, until the 
Corporation had got out plans for the 
sort of town they wanted, and the stages 
by which it would have to be built. These 
had then to be looked at against the Coal 
Board’s programme for the _ collieries. 

“* These discussions with the Coal Board 
have been difficult and highly technical; 
it has been necessary to consider several 
different factors: (a) the need to work 


> certain seams; (b) the effect of these work- 


ings, over a period of time, on. the 
stability of the area; and (c) the Corpora- 
tion’s need to have sites available for 
heavy structures by certain early dates. 

** I want to emphasise that the Corpora- 
tion have not been slow in producing their 
plans or getting on with the job. I am 
satisfied that it would have been totally 
wrong to try to build a few houses here 
and there on isolated sites, in advance of 
the general settlement with the Coal 
Board. . When the town begins to go up 
people will realise that the time taken in 
relating the town’s construction to the coal 
programme has been very wisely spent. 
The sketch plans which the Corporation 
have shown me convince me that the New 
Town is going to be a very exciting and 
fine place; something of which Durham 
will have every reason to be proud.” 
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THE ORGANISATION 


THE BUILDER 


OF BUILDING FIRMS 





The tenth and last in our series of articles describes a business specialising in 


speculative house-building and employing between 150 and 200 men. 


We take this 


opportunity of thanking our contributors—all busy men at the heads of their 
Susinesses—for their contributions which have, we believe, proved of great value 
and of wide interest. The series will shortly be reprinted in pamphlet form.—Ep1tor. 


10.—A Firm Specialising in Speculative House - Building 


‘THE business under review this week 
is in many ways similar to others 
that have already been dealt with, with 
the exception that this firm was started 
by the present principal with the 
financial backing of his father some 25 
years ago, with the main idea of 
specialising in building speculative 
houses, and it has continued with the 
same ideals to the present day when be- 
tween 150 and 200 men are employed. 
Prior to the war 80 per cent. of the 
turnover was speculative building and 
the remainder contract work for archi- 
tects and local authorities, with only a 
very small percentage of jobbing work. 
Since the war it has been necessary to take 
on more municipal housing work, and 
the ‘present ratio of private building to 
other work is down to as low a figure 
as 30 per cent. Nevertheless, consider- 
able work is being done in the drawing 
Office so that the firm will be able to get 
back to normal at the earliest possible 
moment when the restrictions are raised. 
The organisation, which was set up 
in the early days of the firm, has, in the 
main, been continued without major 
alterations. This consists of the prin- 
cipal, who is in daily contact with all 
sections of the business, and two prin- 
cipal executives, the general manager who 
takes full responsibility in the absence 
of the owner, and an outside manager 
who has complete control of the build- 
ing operations. Both these executives 
are consulted and kept informed of all 
plans and future developments. 


Division of Office Staff. 

Under the General Manager the office 
staff is divided into 

(a) The Cash Department, which is 
responsible for the financial books, pre- 
paration of wages, job costing and provid- 
ing the surveyors with the necessary 


financial information that they 
tequire from time to time. The costing 
system is an integral part of the 


financial books, and is consequently kept 
reasonably up to date. 

(b) The Buying Department, which 
receives all requisitions from the jobs 
and is responsible for obtaining quota- 
tions, ordering and progressing deliveries. 
Each week the buyer prepares a list of 
oustanding orders with a note of the 
efforts made to obtain delivery. The 
Buying Department is also responsible 
for the control of the firm’s main stores, 
the placing of orders in the joiners’ shop 
and the control of the firm’s transport 
and maintenance fitters. 

(c) The Drawing Office, in which far 
more accent is placed on the architec- 
tural side than is normal in a general 
contracting business. One surveyor is 
tesponsible for the private housing de- 
velopments, starting from the original 
survey right up to the layout of the site, 
the design of the houses and the setting 
out of the roads and sewers, in conjunc- 
tion with the outside manager. In all 
negotiations, under the Town and 


Country Planning Act, the firm has found 

it a great advantage to place the work in 

the hands of a surveyor in private prac- 

tice. The other surveyor is responsible 

for the preparation of tenders, interim 

eee final accounts for all contract work. 
i 


the introduction of incentive 





schemes on all major jobs the surveyors 
have been made responsible for setting 
up the targets and weekly calculation of 
the bonus. This serves two main pur- 
poses. First, the surveyors keep in 
weekly touch with the general foreman 
and are far less likely to miss points when 
it comes to the preparation of the final 
accounts, and, secondly, a rough weekly 
check can easily be made on the labour 
costs and very useful information often 
picked up for future tendering. 

(d) The sale of houses and. jobbing 
is dealt with by one member of the 
office staff, but with the present demand 
for houses far exceeding the supply his 
principal duty is to act as public rela- 
tions officer, and to be responsiblé for 
chasing licences and the hundred and one 
formalities which have to be overcome. 

The principal is of the firm belief that 
while a good office administration is ab- 
solutely essential, the fundamental secret 
of success lies on the site and in the work- 
shops, and it is the spirit of the men on 
the sites that ultimately counts. So that 
the conscientious craftsmen and 
labourers will feel that they have a true 
place in the business, a pension scheme 
has been introduced which embraces all 
employees who have been constantly 
employed by the firm for three years, and 
it is from_this nucleus of permanent staff 
that} the general foremen and leading 
hands are selected. 

The firm carries out all work, with the 
exception of slating and electrical trades, 
and trade foremen with the same status 
as general foremen control the plumbing, 
plastering and painting work. Each trade 
foreman is responsible for moving his men 
from job to job as required. 

Joiners’ Shop and Yard. 

Before describing the site routine men- 
tion must be made here of the joiners’ 
shop and yard. The foreman joiner is 
responsible not only for the production 
in the shop, but for the discipline of all 
the men in the works. The joiners’ shop 
is organised not only to make all the 
joinery required for the firm’s own use, 
but also a considerable quantity of hous- 
ing joinery for other builders. The costs 
of the joinery works is kept quite separate 
from the building work, and a job card 
system is in use. The standard of effici- 
ency expected from the joiners’ shop is 
that it shall provide all the joinery re- 
quired for the firm’s work at a price at 
least 10 per cent. lower than market value. 
- The yard consists of a mortar mill and 
crushing plant, which are costed in a 
similar way to the joiners’ nop. The 
principal purpose of the head office stores 
is to allow bulk purchases of ironmongery, 
plumbing goods and paint, etc., to 
made, and a sufficient stock of general 
goods are held to cover all jobbing 
requirements and to meet any emergency, 
but wherever possible material for con- 
tracts is delivered direct from the manu- 
facturers to the site, and a careful watch 
is kept to prevent unnecessary demands. 


Production Routine. 

With regard to the actual production, 
at the commencement of each major job 
or group of houses the principal sets out 
a detailed progress schedule, and the sur- 
veyor makes a schedule of basic hours for 
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each operation. (A typical house is split 
up into 33 operations.) The progress 
schedule is not the subject of discussion 
on the site, as it is the firm’s belief that 
as far as speed of aries is concerned 
it is the sole duty of the principal to dic- 
tate the pace and the general foreman’s 
task to keep to the schedule. The basic 
targets are, however, submitted to the 
foreman and a representative of the men 
for discussion and possible amendments. 
Once these targets are fixed the firm is 
very reluctant to alter them and in prac- 
tice, now that reliable information is be- 
coming available, very little difficulty is 
experienced in evolving.a target accept- 
able to both sides, On repetitive housing 
and similar work such items as excavating 
to foundations, brickwork below ground 
level and filling are worked out at a rate 
per foot of depth. 

The requisitioning of the material for 
the work is the responsibility of the 
general foreman, who has the close co- 
operation, not only of the outside mana- 
ger, but the surveyor dealing with the 
work. 

Whenever possible mechanical methods 
are used, but great care is taken on hous- 
ing work that the slavish use of heavy 
plant is not, in fact, increasing the cost 
of the work. The firm feel that there is 
‘still a great need for new types of plant, 
heavy enough to be practical, but small 
enough to be a paying proposition on 
housing work. The introduction of power 
barrows and the three-wheel dumper is 
going a long way to reduce labour costs. 

Every Monday the principal visits each 
major job with the outside manager and 
armed with a list of all materials ordered 
but not delivered and the foreman’s pre- 
vious weeks’ report sheet, reviews each 
job with the general foreman. The whole 
work is thoroughly discussed and 
inspected and all difficulties are then 
settled on the spot. ' 

The firm employs plant maintenance 
fitters who, in addition to servicing the 
joiners’ shop machinery and transport, 
visit each site twice weekly, and by this 
means the majority of breakdowns are 
avoided. The plant fitters are equipped 
with a mobile workshop and trailer and 
are responsible for the moving of the 
plant machinery from site to site as 
required. Over a period of years this 
department has thoroughly justified itself. 


Daily Visits. 

As the work carried out by the firm is 
usually within a radius of 20 miles from 
the works the outside manager is able to 
visit each of the larger jobs daily. The 
jobbing work is, however, supervised by 
the foreman painter who can always draw 
any additional men he requires from one 
of the building sites. 

While the general division of fhe work 
is maintained the firm has been very care- 
ful not to set up any strict line of demar- 
cation as each new job and each day’s 
work brings fresh problems which can 
often only be solved by compromise. 

In conclusion the writer feels that in 
the main the speculative house builder 
has far more scope to build up a balanced 
team of men. than the purely general 
contractor, who is so often tied on certain 
contracts to nominated sub-trades, and 
once the staff and the foremen have been 
drilled to the fact that the National House 
Builders Registration Council’s standard 
specification represents the minimum 
standard of good practice his aim must 
be to complete his houses as quickly as 

ossible. By careful progressing the firm 
late been able to reduce the average time 
for the erection of a house from nine 
months in 1946 to five months at the 
present day. 
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THE BUILDING SCENE IN SWEDEN 


Southern Counties Federation’s Visit 


AST month several members of the 
Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, under the 
leadership of Mr. KErrH Martin, the pre- 
sident, paid a visit to Sweden, and the 
following account of their activities, writ- 
ten by Mr. Martin, describes some aspects 
of the general building scene in that 
country. 

Our first stay was at Stockholm, often 
referred to as “the Venice of the North,” 
where we were received with this mes- 
sage:—“ The Swedish Building Trade 
Employers’ Organisations bid the partici- 
pants in the official visit of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Byilding Trades 
Employers a hearty welcome to Stock- 
holm. We believe this is the first time 


the Swedish builders have received an. 


ofiicial visit of colleagues from England 
and we welcome the prospects for closer 
contact implied in your visit. The influ- 
ence of tradition, custom, and other con- 
ditions give buildings, home, and construc- 
tion methods their own characteristics in 
every country; but im the purely techni- 
cal field there is much that is common 
and generally applicable. An exchange 
of experience and ideas in our field of 
work, can, therefore, be of mutual advan- 
tage and promote our industry and its 
aims. 


We re-echo the sentiments expressed 
and would suggest that peace and world 
trade depends more upon the frequent 
interchange of the business builders of 
all nations and less upon the visits of 
politicians. 

The waterways between the islands, for 
Stockholm is a city of islands, are being 
connected by new bridges in reinforced 
concrete, which are works of art as well 
as feats of engineering. Careful considera- 
tion had obviously been given to the 
engineering side, because only the mini- 
mum amount of structural work was used. 


Stockholm has one of the most up-to- 
date hospitals situate on high ground over- 
looking the town. Research was made 
into the economics of vertical construc- 
tion on the American pattern in relation 
to horizontal planning, when it was found 
that after a certain height the additional 
administrative and operating costs out- 
weighed the initial high cost of land in 
central positions. One criticism: is that 
corridors and entrance halls are unneces- 
sarily spacious and the wide corridors 
certainly increase the walking mileage of 
the nursing staff. 


_New schools appear to have as their 
pivotal point the gymnasium, as physical 
training is an important part of the school 
curriculum. One school had 35 class- 
rooms (12 infants and 23 primary) in two 
wings at right-angles to the gymnasium. 
In another an experiment in colours was 
being tried out by the City Architect. Dif- 
ferent colours were used for each of the 
walls, the ceiling and the doors. A more 
restful scheme was noticed in the entrance 
hall where the ceiling was sky blue and 
the walls cream. The dark days of the 
long Swedish winter evidently prompts 
this experiment in an attempt to avoid 
monotony. Cooking and canteen facili- 
ties. leave nothing to be desired. Educa- 
tion in Sweden is being overhauled, as it 
is in England, and a planned programme 
of school construction is necessary. 
Owing to economic difficulties many of 
the new projects cannot be carried out 
at the present time. 


Housing. 

Housing in Sweden is very largely 
directed towards the provision of apart- 
ments in the form of flats. * In Stockholm 
new flat buildings of eight to 11 storeys 
have been erected, but the trend is for 
buildings of five and six storeys with two 
to four storeys in the small towns. 

In the construction, materials of various 
kinds are used owing to the shortage of 
brick-making facilities. Common reds 
measure 10 in. by 5 in. by 3 in. and 
are used in conjunction with a new light- 
weight cellular block for external walls 
and partition blocks for internal walls. 
These blocks are made by impregnating 
the mix with gas, which makes the material 
as light as pumice. Hollow clay blocks 
are also used for internal partitions. 

Floors are concrete covered with a 
laminated wood block faced with hard- 
wood, usually oak: this floor covering 
costs 20s. a square metre (394 sq. in.) 
delivered to the site, or 27s. per square 
metre laid: it provides a very pleasing 
floor. The surface is brushed over with 
cellulose and, after 60 persons had walked 
over a floor on a new building site, not 
a shoe mark could be seen. This makes 
easy cleaning for the housewife, or the 
house mother, as she is called in Sweden. 

In planning the apartments, or flats, 
passages are reduced to a minimum by 
communicating rooms: a small entrance 
hall is usually all the passage space one 
finds. Bathrooms with sanitary accom- 
modation are placed in the centre of the 
buildings, with no windows to the exter- 
nal air for light and ventilation. Ventilation 
is obtained by means of air extraction. This 
arrangement would not be acceptable in 
England. Chutes for refuse disposal are 
installed in convenient positions; storage 
and garage accommodation is in the base- 
ment. Passenger lifts are provided in the 
large buildings. Hot water for domestic 
purposes and for central heating is sup- 
plied on an area basis; one fireplace is 
provided for log burning; this method 
certainly obviates the smoke nuisance. 
Communal laundries with full electrical 
equipment are provided. In one scheme 
the commercial laundry was on the first 
floor and the communal laundry on the 
ground floor, so that a woman could have 
her washing done by the laundry or do it 
herself. 

The roof treatment is very uninterest- 
ing; eaves are generally very mean and 
sometimes non-existent. Clay interlocking 
tiles and pantiles are used, but more fre- 
quently plain galvanised sheeting, which 
is painted, and roofing felt. This work 
would not find favour with our National 
House-Builders Registration Council. 

In England more attention is devoted 
to the external appearance, whereas in 
Sweden the interior seems to be the most 
important aspect in the provision of accom- 
modation. The free supply of timber. of 
course, makes this an easier matter than 
it is in this country. 

More space is now allowed between and 
around buildings and some of the set- 
tings, in which development has taken 
place, satisfy the highest concepts of good 
planning. 

Like the Swiss, the Swedes make sub- 
stantial economies in their planning lay- 
outs by not making it a rule that every 
property shall front a road or have road 
access of a prescribed width. This has 
the added advantage of decreasing road 
risks for children. 
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There is, of course, the detached 
suburban villa type of development to 
satisfy the needs of those in executive 
positions. . : 

For the artisan who prefers to have his 
own individual dwelling, there is the cot- 
tage development, which consists of a 
building usually of prefabricated units 
on a concrete substructure; this forms 
the half-basement and contains the heat- 
ing boiler, washing facilities and storage 
accommodation. The accommodation of 
the superstructure varies according to 
the family: the one inspected contained 
on the first floor two bedrooms and on the 
ground floor, living room; dining recess, 
kitchen and bathroom. Outbuildings in 
the form of garages and garden sheds are 
conspicuous by their absence and give 
a pleasing and tidy appearance. A cot- 
tage of this type costs between £1,850 and 
£2,200, and it is often erected by the 
occupiers themselves. A brick cottage 
of similar dimensions with the same high 
standard of interior finish would cost 
about the same in England. 

A large percentage of the Swedish popu- 
lation have their own summer retreats 
and the percentage was given as high as 
90 per cent. by one informant. One large 
works, however, have found that the acci- 
dent rate is higher in summer, due to the 
hurry to get done and to rush off to the 
summer home. 

There are no slums in Sweden, and the 
ports of Gothenburg and Gavle, for ex- 
ample, are much cleaner and certainly 
more pleasing than the ports in England. 
To a Swede, the journey from Tilbury 
to London must indeed be a depressing 
experience. 


Working Conditions. 

The working week is 48 hours divided 
into five days of 84+ hours each and 5} 
hours on Saturday. In Stockholm thecrafts- 
men’s rate is 3s. 7d. and the labourers’ 
rate 3s. 5d. Outside Stockholm the rates 
are 3s. 2d. and 3s. respectively. The half- 
hour dinner break is in operation; but 
there is no payment for inclement wea- 
ther. The holiday period is 12 days for 
a full year’s work and less where a man 
has been unemployed. Eighty per cent. 
of the new work in Stockholm is being 
carried out on the piece-work basis. Piece- 
work rates cannot be agreed between 
employer and operative; they are laid 
down by the employers’ organisation and 
the trade unions. The schedule of piece- 
work rates contain up to 10,000 items. 
Measurement of work is done by the 
employers and trade unions, and for this 
purpose the Stockholm Builders Associa- 
tion has a staff of 50 quantity surveyors. 
The output under this system is very good; 
for example, bricklayers will lay on an 
average of 1,000 10 in. by 5 in. by 3 in. 
bricks in eight hours. Some of the car- 
cassing work was noticeably rough, which 
included partition walls out of plumb, 
but the finished work was excellent. 
Incentive enthusiasts in this country might 
consider this system worth closer exam- 
ination. 

Production goes on all the year round 
even when there is 30 degrees (Centigrade) 
of frost, and for this purpose materials 
are heated. Although the increased cost 
is considerable, the Swedes say it is 
cheaper than keeping men in idleness. 


Timber. 

At Gavle a visit was made to the 
Korsnis Works to’ witness the conversion 
of timber from the log to planks, scant- 
ling and boards. 

The Swedish merchants do not like our 
system of bulk buying aid are of the 
opinion that reversion to the pre-war 
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method of buying would increase the UIR URE A amount greatly exceeding the. mone 
shipments of timber to this country irres- INQ YB U expended. 

pective of whether coal, a much-needed [pcreasing the Habitable Area of I must again point out that this is not 
commodity in Sweden, is sent in return. H intended as a legal opinion, but merel 
Workers’ Homes. @ suse : as expressed in my first paragraph. 

Inspection was made of the houses |; 0 pli nye m 
: --- licence to build a é 
provided by the Korsnés Works for its vile. Wcuinehts aece aktnatie. af the BUILDERS’ CLUBROOM 














employees surrounded by birch and fir : 
trees on the Company’s own estate. nth pe deeming Rex Bury Bes a AT BUILDING 
In the same area are the Sankvik Steel the £100 free limit and remove the garage EXHIBITION 





Works, which were founded in 1862. door frame, fit a window and a floor to 
Around the once small village has grown the garage and turn it into a living room. N.F.B.T.E. and L.M.B.A. Stand 
the town of Sandviken, where a large ~~ We have mentioned this fact to the local : 
number of the houses have been provided aythority, and they inform us they think, _ The National Federation of Building 
by the Company to house its 6,000 but are not certain, that we will be break- Trades’ Employers and the London Master 
workers and staff. There are also play- ing the regulations on two counts. Builders’ Association are again to be 
ing fields and a large stadium where (1) In view of a Court decision that the represented jointly at the Building Exhibi- 
sports, including tennis and a ball game ¢100 free limit cannot be ‘claimed if it tion at Olympia in November. 
similar to soccer but played with the forms part of work of greater value. They Their stand, in the gallery of the main 
hands. can be played under cover; there consider this will apply in this case, as, hall, takes the form of a club-room, 
are also canteen and shopping facilities. while we can make the alterations for less designed to be a meeting place for builders 
Outside the station is a delightful club than £100, the value in itself would be far and their friends.. Associated with it, and 
house for the executive staff and there greater than £100. only fifty yards away, is the Digest Res- 
is a suite set aside where directors can (2) As a licence was issued to build a taurant, suitably transformed, as it was in 
entertain foreign buyers and guests. This house of 1,500 sq. ft. habitable area, we 1947, as a club lounge, where drinks and 
scheme of development follows much the would be increasing this, and thereby light refreshments will be available to 























same lines as those of Bournville and breaking the regulations on this count. members, and to which admission is by 
Port Sunlight. If this is so, it <oK that we position ticket or invitation. ' 

is that anybody obtaining a licence to The design of the stand and the club i 
Generally. build a house to-day cannot alter itin any the work ~ Mr. H. Warren Wilson, 






At present there is full employment and way to increase the floor area. : , 
a shortage of workers in some industries, We were also thinking of building two Gane oa The Ptr y ieee Pe. 
but the forecast was made, by one well coalsheds under the £100 free limit, but coats-of-arms of the National Federation 
qualified to judge, that unemployment we presume, in view of the fact that a and the L.M.B.A. in colour. the National 
would be present in Sweden next year. cgalhouse, whether attached or detached Federation having Obtained armorial 

Sweden, like England, is no place for from the house, apparently must be in- bearing from the College of Arms early 
the private enterprise house-builder at cluded in the floor area, we should be pi, year. Facing the entrance will be a 
present, despite the fact that there is a again infringing the regulations, whereas painting of the new House of Commons 
housing shortage in both countries. we can, of course, buy reinforced concrete which is being built by a member firm of 

In 17 days we saw what it would have coal-bunkers and place them in the same the L.M.B.A. Interviewing offices and 
taken months to see under independent positions. ; telephones will be available on the stand 
travel, and everywhere there was ample CONTRACTOR. for the use of members during their visits 
evidence of the Swedish people’s desire 4A egal correspondent writes:— to the exhibition. 
to make our visit as full and as enjoy- The following should be regarded as The president of the L.M.B.A. is to be 
able as possible. comments upon the situation that has “ At Home” for tea to members and their 

We would like to thank our colleagues arisen in the circumstances mentioned by friends on the day after the opening of 
in Stockholm, under the very able leader- your correspondent :— the exhibition, November 18, and the 
ship of Mr. Anders Ahlen, chairman of _ It is quite clear that to make use of the president of the National Federation will 
The Association of Swedish.General Con- “free allowance” for the purpose in- be “At Home’ to members of the 

. tractors, for the facilities and the generous tended would have the effect of altering National Federation on the following 
hospitality afforded us. In a like man- the plans submitted when the original Tuesday, November 22. 
ner, we wish ~ thank the pry’ “5% Giavle, — was nig roa ae 
its builders, the proprietors of the Korsnas matter. however, is governed by the : 

Works, of the Sankvik Steel Works and recent case of J. Dennis and Co., Ltd., vy, BUILDING DOCUMENTATION 
the Gavle Pottery Manufacturers. We are Munn (The Builder, April 8, 1949) where CONFERENCE AT GENEVA 
especially indebted to Mr. Hartwig Her- it was held thet the free allowance : . es x 
mansson, who was our guide, philosopher was intended to apply to ‘small . With the object of devising machinery 
and friend. items of work. and not to add indirectly t© ensure a steady flow of information on 
to the amount of the licence to do a par- building among European countries, a 


DING AND 14 * +n’ this Building Documentation Conference is to 
LECTURES IN BUIL ticular work. It was pointed out in’ this he tuck ln Clamend, tvemn Clatebeer'4 4s 15 


IVIL case that when a licence is granted it : : 
Cc ENGINEERING should relate both in its terms and in the UNder the auspices of the Economic Com- 
mission for Europe. 


The Manchester and District Advisory limits of cost, to all the work which the ' ; 
Council for Further Education have issued local authority considers essential. I . The chairman of the conference will be 
a booklet containing details of courses in understand that the Ministry of Health Mr. R. Fitzmaurice, deputy chief scien- 
specialised branches of building and civil has advised local authorities that, in no tific adviser to the Ministry of Works, 
engineering, tobe held at various colleges’ circumstances whatever, should they and other U.K. delegates, nominated by 
in their area, for the 1949-50 session. deduct the free allowance in arriving at the British Building Documentation Com- 

- The lectures have been arranged for the the amount of licence for a certain work, Mittee, are Mr. A. L. Gardner, technical 
benefit of those engaged in the highly dif- otherwise to do so might result in work intelligence officer and librarian of the 
ferentiated sections of the building indus- being illegal. Building Research Station, and Mr. B. 
try in the area covered by the Advisory I consider that that case (and I think Agard Evans, chairman, B.B.D.C. 
Council who, it is considered, would be that is the one alluded to by your corre- The B.B.D.C. was set up in November, 
interested in lectures dealing with prob-  spondent) is fairly conclusive. 1947, at a meeting convened by the Asso- 
lems related to their daily work. The | When the work covered by the original ciation of Special Libraries and Informa- 
lectures are grouped under the following licence has been completed fully, the ques- tion.Bureaux. In February the following 
headings: (1) Design of rigid building tion of the conversion of the garage into year it was linked with the Federation 
frames in concrete, (2) Pre-stressed con- a living room might be considered a Internationale de Documentation, and 
crete, (3) Pile-driving—theory and prac- “development” under the Town and two months afterwards the Ministry of 
tice, and (4) Refresher course for building Country Planning Act, 1947, and the Works recognised the Committee and 
foremen. The first lecture takes place on proper steps taken in regard to the same. undertook to provide the secretariat and 
November 2. Finally, I do not consider it wise for the allowed Mr. Agard Evans, the Ministry's 

The booklet, entitled “Post Advanced free allowance’ to be used to construct librarian, to accept the chairmanship. 
Lectures in Building and Civil Engineer- coalhouses, as these not only are not in- The formation of the Committee was 
ing,” may be obtained from the secretary, cluded in the work for which the licence precipitated by the need for a body to 
Manchester and District Advisory Council was obtained, and particularly would. as represent British interests in the inter- 
for Further Education, Education Offices, is pointed out, have the effect of increas- national field, and its activities have so 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3. ing the value_of the premises by an far been almost wholly in that direction- 
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COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Falkland Islands 


A REVIEW of progress in the Falkland 
Islands since 1947 was recently made by 
the colony’s Governor in an address to 
the Falkland Islands Legislative Council. 
He said £150,000 had been allocated under 
the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Act and a ten-year development plan for 
the colony was to be put into effect. 

The Governor told the Council that 
plans for the modernisation of, the King 
Edward VII Hospital at Stanley had been 
approved, and that a development grant 
of £35,000 had been made to carry them 
out: when these were completed the 
colony would possess a hospital which 
would meet all the community’s needs. 
Speaking of social amenities, the 
Governor reported that a new town hall 
to replace the one destroyed by fire in 
1944 should be completed by the end of 
the year and would provide accommoda- 
tion for a stage, restaurant, dance hall, 
public library, reading room and museum, 
is well as for a council chamber, supreme 
court, town council offices, and a ‘post 
office. The new hall was being built with 
the aid of a development grant of 
£16,350. Work on a new power house 
to provide efficient lighting and power 
had also begun, he said. 


ton. 


electric resources can be developed. 


age of labour. 


has been set up since the liberation. 


the reconstruction programme, 


community centres. 


Recovery of the Youngest Colony 


AMONG ten-year development plans 
approved by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies was one for North Borneo 
which provides for a total expenditure 
of £5,534,139. During World War II, 
North Borneo sustained, relative to its 
total wealth, more damage than any other 
part of the Commonwealth, and, as a 
consequence, plans for development are 
to a large extent bound up with problems 
of reconstruction. The ten-year plan 
therefore provides for an expenditure of 
£2,061,205 on work of reconstruction 
and for £3,472,954 to be spent on develop- 
ment. Of the £2,061,205 for reconstruc- 
tion, £1,600,000 will be met from grants- 
in-aid, and the remainder from the 


an increasing population, 


the number of primary schools. 


Rehabilitation of Hong Kong 


built up, 


greatest entrepot ports. 


miles. 


Provision is also made for the recon- 
struction and improvement of the exist- 
ing railway system, situated on the west 
coast between Jesselton and Weston, and 
for the construction of three modern 
airports at Labuan, Sandakan and Jessel- 
Investigations are also to be carried 
out to determine to what extent the coun- 
try’s mineral deposits, such as coal, oil, 
gold and manganese, can be economically 
worked and how far potential hydro- 


All projected economic development in 
North Borneo is, however, subject to two 
basic problems: the need for geological 
and topographical survey and the short- 
Under the plan, a grant 
of £158,000 has been set aside for survey 
work, while a new Department of Survey 


In addition to large expenditure water 
the 
development side of the ten-year plan 
accounts for another £415,000 to be spent 
on public health, £62,000 on education, 
and £28,000 on other social services, in- 
cluding a cinema service, libraries and 


Before the war, the Chartered Com- 
pany, which administered North Borneo, 
built up a system of hospitals, dispen- 
saries and mobile dressing stations cover- 
ing the greater part of the country. With 
i i now about 
332,000, this system is to be expanded. 
Provision is also being made to increase 


IN just over 100 years, Hong Kong was 
under British administration, 
from a barren and almost uninhabitable 
mass of rock into one of the world’s 
The total area 
of Hong Kong is 391 square miles, com- 
prising Hong Kong Island (32 square 
miles), Kowloon (34 square miles) and the 

ew Territories, together with numerous 
small islands, making a total of 356 square 





colony’s revenue for the years 1948-50. 





The main allocations under the plan 








are to Government building and town 
planning and to communications. Over 
£1 million is to be spent on each of these 
items, apart from substantial expenditure 
out of reconstruction funds, provisions 
which reflect North Borneo’s special 
needs. During the war, the towns of 
Labuan and Sandakan, the former capital, 
were burned to the ground, while damage 
to smaller townships was almost as- 
severe, constituting some 80 per cent. des- 
truction. After the liberation the capital 
was moved to Jesselton. The extent of 
the devastation was borne out by a sur- 
vey which showed that of 890 Govern- 
ment buildings only ten had escaped total 
destruction or severe damage. 


The lack of communications, on the 
other hand, has always been one of North 
Borneo’s major problems. The result 
has been that thousands of square miles 
of agricultural land and timber forest 
have been left undeveloped, while people 
of the interior have remained uneducated 
and often without adequate medical facili- 
ties, The plan aims at developing equally 
internal and external communications, 
with special attention to ports, aero- 
dromes and roads. Over £600,000 has 
been allocated to road development, and 
£330,000 to the improvement of port in- 
stallations at Sandakan, Labuan, Jessel- 
ton and other smaller ports as a basis 
upon which large-scale development: can 
take place. 
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One of the world’s finest harbours, 
which was built up in the Colony’s 
enclosed waters, was expanded in the latter 
half of last century, and by 1921, at the 
peak period of prosperity, 43,500,000 tons 
of shipping were entered and cleared at 
the port. 


Widespread devastation followed the 
Japanese invasion and occupation and, at 
the time of liberation, economic and com- 
mercial life was at a standstill, public 
utilities were barely functioning and the 
population numbered less than half the 
pre-war total. Port facilities were severely 
damaged, housing destroyed and starva- 
tion was a common feature. The immense 
task of reconstruction was begun imme- 
diately, and the achievement throughout 
has been remarkable. The recovery in the 
Colony’s multilateral trade is due chiefly 
to the success of the vast repair pro- 
gramme of dockyards and shipping facili- 
ties. These repairs were almost complete 
by the end of 1948, and in that year total 
trade turnover reached a record figure. 
Recovery and development of local indus- 
tries and agriculture are additional fea- 
tures of post-war progress. Many fac- 
tories are again in production and im- 
provements and extensions are being 
introduced. Hong Kong has received 
financial assistance from the United King- 
dom in a number of ways, including a 
loan towards the construction of an air- 
port. 


Before the war, afforestation, extensive 
reclamation of the foreshore, cultivation 
of the lower slopes, and a network of 
motor’ roads cut into the hills were com- 
bined with the steady growth of the city 
itself. Shipbuilding yards were con- 
structed which have laid the keels of ves- 
sels up to 11,000 tons, and the docks can 
accommodate the largest of Pacific liners. 


One of the major public health -ques- 
tions in the Colony was that of water sup- 
plies. New sources of water supply had 
to be found, and in 1923 work was started 
on the Shing Mun Valley Scheme, which 
aimed at tapping the small rivers and 
streams of the New Territories. In 1930 
a cross-harbour pipe-line was laid to con- 
vey water to Hong Kong Island, and five 
years later the huge Shing Mun River 
Dam was opened. Between 1920 and 
1935, some £2 million was spent on the 
construction of waterworks in the Colony. 
Six electric pumps were installed in 1939, 
together with a complete new rapid 
gravity filtration plant capable of handling 
8 million gallons of water per day. 


Recovery of Trade and Industry. 


One of the most remarkable features of 
Hong Kong’s economic recovery since its 
liberation has been its revival as a thriv- 
ing centre of entrepot trade. Reconstruc- 
tion of the docks required a high priority, 
and harbour repair work was started 
almost immediately. By the end of 1946, 
30 to 40 per cent. of the total damage 
had been repaired. During 1947 dry- 
docking and repair facilities were fully 
restored and the construction of ships up 
to 10,000 tons was again possible; only 
two major wrecks remained in the com- 
mercial section of the harbour. By the end 
of 1948 the docks and shipyards had been 
almost fully restored to their pre-war 
efficiency. 

On the whole, little direct damage was 
sustained by the Colony’s factories as a 
result of the war, but in many cases the 
Japanese removed machinery, and what 
remained was in a poor condition through 
neglect. Rehabilitation in this field has 
been slower on.account of the shortage of 
skilled labour and raw materials, though 
substantial progress has been made. Many 
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factories are being modernised and fac- 
tory-type premises are being built. 

Shortage of materials, particularly steel, 
has limited the construction of new 
houses, but a substantial number of all 
types have been built in the last three 
years. Achievement so far, however, has 
only been able to touch the fringe of 
the problem, and the whole question will 
be considered in the light of Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie’s Report on Town Planning 
in the Colony. During his visit in 1947, 
Sir Patrick suggested the preparation of a 
general plan to include the zoning of in- 
dustry and the correct siting of houses in 
accord with population densities. Plan- 
ning along these lines has made good 
progress. 


Australia 
In a “ Report to the Nation” broad- 
cast, the Prime Minister of Australia, 


Mr. J. B. Chifley, discussing his country’s 
industrial expansion, referred to the Divi- 
sion of Industrial Development, estab- 
lished to encourage industrial growth, 
whose first duty, he said, was to assist 
the practical development of essential in- 
dustries, foremost among which was 
building materials. 


Gift for Natal University 


AN anonymous European donor has 
offered £100,000 to endow a chair of 
African (Bantu) studies at the University 
of Natal, establish a native library and 
museum, and provide for their mainten- 
ance. The offer, which is subject to 
certain conditions regarding the grant of 
land by the Durban municipality, would, 
in the opinion of the University Coun- 
cil, enable Natal to plan the establish- 
ment of a major school or institute of 
African studies. 

RAILWAY STATIONS 
Intended Improvements 

IN announcing further improvements 1n 
train services to begin with the 1949-50 
winter timetables on September 26, Sir 
Eustace Missenden, Chairman of the 
Railway Executive, said at a Press con- 
ference in London that, for a number of 
reasons, the Executive had not been able 
to accomplish nearly as much as they 
would wish in improving passenger sta- 
tions, except endeavouring to brighten 
them up by cleaning and painting. 

Since the beginning of 1948 nearly 2,000 
passenger and goods stations had been 
repainted, he continued. Many stations 
were out-moded, unsuitable for modern 
traffic conditions and did not provide the 
standard of amenities the passenger had 
a right to expect. The subject was being 
studied by the Executive and it was pro- 
posed to deal with a considerable num- 
ber of stations in a programme which 
would occupy several years. 

In the next three years or so, he said, 
about 150 stations in most urgent need 
of modernisation would be dealt with, 
and added, “I think it right to tell you 
that the accomplishment of this pro- 
gramme depends on a number of factors, 
not least the availability of labour and 
the Government’s national policy regard- 
ing expenditure of this kind.” 





Copper in Building. 

As in previous years, the Copper 
Development Association, Kendals Hall, 
Radlett, Herts, is arranging for lectures 
and demonstrations on the use of copper 
in building, by their Building Engineer, 
Dr. Ernest Carr, and his assistants. 
These lectures are given free, and also sup- 
plement the free issue of books and wall 
charts provided by the Association at the 
request of responsible persons, 
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FILLING AND SEALING 
CONCRETE ROAD JOINTS 
A Guide for Road Engineers 


VINDING methods: of “ caulking” 
joints in concrete roads have been 
a difficult problem for engineers and 
scientists. The joints must allow for ex- 
pansion and contraction with changes of 
temperature, but open gaps must not be 
left to mar the riding surface or cause 
the edges of slabs to be broken through, 
allowing water and grit to work in. Joint- 
fillers and sealing materials are therefore 
expected to pack the joints firmly even in 
the coldest weather, and yet not to 
squeeze out,when the joint narrows in 
summer. 

“ Road Note No. 7, Filling and Sealing 
Materials for Joints in Concrete Roads,” 
published by H.M.S.O. for the D.S.LR., 
price 4d., is a practical guide’ for road 
engineers on the filling and sealing of 
joints. The three types of joints com- 
monly used are illustrated, spacings of 
joints for winter and summer conditions 
are suggested, and the constitutions and 
uses of fillers and sealing compounds are 
given in detail. The conclusions were 
reached after widespread observations on 
the road (highway authorities contributing 
valuable information in response to a 
questionnaire) supplemented by a variety 
of laboratory tests. Among other tests, 
fillers were compressed in model joints 
which could be opened and closed so as 
to simulate conditions experienced in 
practice. 

One of the problems has been to find 
materials to answer the exacting require- 
ments of fillers for expansion joints 
(which take the main movement of the 
slabs). As these joints may be 3} in. to 
1 in. wide in winter and as narrow as 
4-in. to £ in. in summer, the fillers must 
be extremely resilient as well as durable, 
and must not be liable to extrusion under 
pressure. It has been found that only 
cellular materials such as soft wood, a 
specially impregnated fibreboard, cork ahd 
sponge rubber possess this combination 


of qualities. 
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Joints are normally closed at the top 
with a sealing material, usually a bitu- 
minous compound, which prevents the 
entry of grit and water. These seals 
must stretch without cracking or separat- 
ing from the sides of the joint, must not 
flow in hot weather, but must melt at a 
temperature low enough to allow them to 
be easily liquefied for pouring into the 
joints. In addition they must stand very 
hard wear. These conditions are even 
more difficult to satisfy than those apply- 
ing to joint-fillers, and the recommended 
compounds are the result of a consider- 
able amount of research. It is recom- 
mended that the joints be widened at the 
top to receive the sealing mixture. 

Remedies are suggested in the Road 
Note for common difficulties in placing 
joint fillers; for instance, in a method 
used at Heathrow Airport the filler is 
supported by a beam of concrete laid half 
an hour in advance of.the main work, to 
prevent displacement of the filler by the 
construction machinery. 

The scope: of this Road Note is limited 
to a description of methods applicable to 
the three common types of joint: no refer- 
ence is made to proprietary load-transfer- 
ring joints. 


BUILDING IN THE 
NORTH-WEST OF 
ENGLAND 


Labour the Major Problem 


THE task of rebuilding the city of 
Liverpool is occupying the close attention 
of the municipal authority, architects and 
builders alike, and already rapid progress 
has been made in this direction. The 
Ministry of Works has this year issued 
licences for buildings in the Merseyside 
area to the value of £5,500,000, which 
shows a substantial increase on licences 
issued in previous years. 

The outstanding project will cost more 
than £14 million and others range from 
£300,000 downwards. In addition there 
are seven big schemes that have reached 
the planning stage under the North-West 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., a non-profit- 
making company which will build and 
lease factories in the area. These have 
all been approved by the Board of Trade 
and if Treasury permission is given, build- 
ing is expected to start before the end of 
the year. 

Mr. W. D. Marshall, regional director 
of the Ministry of Works, Manchester, 
states that the building programme has 
resulted in the absorption of all available 
building craftsmen, and more bricklayers, 
in particular, will be needed to deal with 
the work. Several hundreds could be 
placed immediately, he said, adding that 
he believed labour was going to repre- 
sent a major problem. 


Irregular Workers. 

Ellesmere Port Housing Committee is 
also concerned with the serious shortage 
of building labour in the area, and the 
chairman of the committee, Councillor 
H. Black, states that a good deal of im- 
ported labour is being used by contrac- 
tors. ~ 

The trouble with the present arrange- 
ment was, he said, that in many cases, 
men who were brought in only stayed a 
few days and then got other jobs, and 
the result was that the contractors and 
the council had to start all over again 
recruiting labour. 

He said, too, that payment of travelling 
expenses was adding considerably to the 
cost of houses. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Naval Housing Scheme. 


The first housing scheme, consisting of 
48 Cornish unit houses, to be undertaken 
by the Admiralty to provide accommoda- 
tion for the families of personnel serving 
at isolated naval establishments, was 
opened recently at the naval air station 
at St. Merryn, Cornwall. 


Election of Chairman. 


Mr. S. E. Nelson was elected chairman 
of the Unit Heater Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation for 1949-50 at the sixth annual 
general meeting, held on September 1. At 
the same meeting Messrs. Assheton. 
Tanner and Day were elected to fill 
vacancies on the executive committee. 


College Students’ Successes. 


Students of the L.C/C. Catford College 
of Commerce, Plassy-road, S.E.6, secured 
21 passes in the Institute of Housing 
examinations, the results of which were 
published recently. Four other students 
were referred back only in one subject. 
Most of the college’s students taking the 
Housing and Estate Management courses 
atiended special afternoon classes which 
were inaugurated in the 1948-49 session. 
This arrangement is being extended in the 
new session which began this month 
(September), and students may prepare for 
19 different Housing and Estate Manage- 
ment examinations. 


An Annual Dinner. 


Mr. H. J. Falkus, M.I.0.B., managing 
director of Messrs. Falkus Bros., Ltd., 
building contractors, is this year’s pre- 
sident of the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent 
Institution, which organisation will hold 
its annual dinner at the Café Royal, 
Regent-street, W., on October 11. 

For the past 80 years this Institution 
has helped builders’ clerks in a practical 
manner through its pensions scheme, by 
giving temporary assistance in times of 
special stress and by maintaining and 
educating orphaned children. It is: hoped 
that the normal amount contributed to 
the funds will be substantially increased. 


Concrete Technology. 


By arrangement with the Reinforced 
Concrete Association, the Northern Poly- 
technic, Holloway-road, London, N.7, will 
give two courses of instruction in Con- 
crete Technology during the 1949-50 ses- 
sion. The curricula comprise lectures 
and laboratory instruction in the proper- 
ties of concrete, aggregates and cement, 
and the proportioning, mixing, placing 
and consolidation of concrete. The first 
course of 12 lectures, for engineers and 
architects responsible for preparing speci- 
fications, will begin on Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 27, 1949, and the second, for foremen 
and others responsible for carrying them 
out, on Tuesday, January 10, 1950. The 
lecturer will be Mr. R. H. Elvery, B.Sc.. 
(Eng), A.M.IL.C.E. Classes will be held 
on Tuesday evenings from 6.30 to 8.30, 
and the fee for each course is £1. 

Students wishing to take the first course 
will be interviewed and enrolled at the 
Northern Polytechnic from 5.30 p.m. to 
7.30 p=. on September 19, or on any 
Monday evening after the opening of the 
session, and those wishing to take the 
second course on January 9, 1950. 


Students residing outside the Administra- 
tive County of London will require the 
approval of the local education authority. 
Further particulars may be obtained from 
the Head of the Department of Architec- 
ture, Surveying and Building at the 
Northern Polytechnic. 
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Atmospheric Pollution. 

The 26th report of the investigation 
of atmospheric pollution, a report on ob- 
servations in the five years ended March 
31, 1944, concludes that, contrary to the 
tendency during the 1914-18 war, there 
was no marked and general increase of 
pena er pollution during the war 
period 1939-44, but the improvement of 
atmospheric cleanliness was temporarily 
halted. The report shows, however, that 
pre-1939 standards were far short of per- 
fection and five years went by without 
any major attempts at improvement. The 
present rebuilding and general reconstruc- 
tion, it states, offer many opportunities, 
which should on no account be missed, 
of improving the state of our atmosphere. 


Mechanical Handling Exhibition, 1950. 


The Mechanical Handling Exhibition, 
first held in 1948, is to be repeated at 
Olympia, London, from June 6 to 17, 
1950. The Exhibition will be larger than 
the first one, the Grand Hall, Olympia, 
being used as well as the National Hall, 
and its run of 11 days instead of nine has 
been arranged to include two Saturdays 
to encourage visits by factory managers, 
foremen and operatives. Exhibits will 
cover the full range of equipment for the 
handling, lifting, stacking and _ short- 
distance transportation of goods, includ- 
ing trucks, conveyor and elevator sys- 


tems, ropeways, cranes, etc. The Exhi- 
bition is organised by Mechanical 
Handling, and is supported by the 


Mechanical Handling Engineers’ Associa- 
tion, the Industrial Truck Manufacturers’ 
Association, the Association of Crane 
Makers, the Aerial Ropeways Association 
and the Foundry Trade’s Equipment and 
Supplies Association. 
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L.M.B.A. Donation. 
The London Master Builders’ Associa- 


tion has sent a donation of ten guineas to 
the apprenticeship prize fund of the 
London Association of Master Stone 
Masons. 

Apprentices Praised. 

Sir George Gater, chairman of the 
Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, congratulated boy apprentices 
engaged in building houses on the Belton- 
lane site, Grantham, when he recently 
paid a visit there. 


Lectures on Timber in Building. 

A course of six weekly lectures on the 
structural use of timber in building com- 
mences on Wednesday, October 5, at 6.30 
p.m., at the L.C.C. Brixton School of 
Building, Ferndale-road, S.W.4. The 
lectures, which have been arranged in 
conjunction with the Timber Develop- 
ment Association, will be delivered by 
Mr. R. T. Walters, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
F. D. Silvester. Admission to the course 
will be restricted to members of appropri- 
ate professional institutions or holders of 
comparable technical qualifications. The 
fee is £1 5s. Application for admission 
to the course should be made to the sec- 
retary of the school not later than Sep- 
tember 17. 

National Insurance Contributions. 

The Ministry of National Insurance 
has found that there has been some mis- 
understanding among employers about 
the rates of contributions payable for 
persons who continue to be employed 
after pensionable age (65 for men, 60 
for women). The Ministry wishes to em- 
phasise that full National Insurance con- 
tributions at the ordinary rates should be 
paid for these persons, and the full em- 
ployees’ contribution may be deducted 
by the employer in the usual way except 
where the employee produces a special 
contribution card. These special cards, 
which show the appropriate rate of con- 
tribution, are issued by the Ministry to 
the employees in the relatively few cases 
where contributions are not payable at 
the full rate. In such cases the employec’s 
share of the Industrial Injuries contribu- 
tion only should be deducted by the em- 
ployer. 


ROAD UPKEEP COSTS 


In a_ recently issued statement the 
British Road Federation point out that in 
March, 1948, the total length of all 
British roads was 183,477 miles, repre- 
senting a national asset of £2,000,000,000 
To maintain and improve this asset, a 
pre-war Government had to spend an 
average of £59,000,000 a year. Since 1946 
the average annual expenditure on roads 
has been £47,000,000, which, considering 
the post-war jump in costs, is (states the 
Federation) inadequate. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Hardwoods from Brazil. 

The Board of Trade Timber Control 
announce that they cannot accept any 
further applications to purchase and im- 
port hardwoods from Brazil since the 
applications already received exceed the 
quantity permitted. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Tue British Standards Institution has 
recently issued the following publi- 
cations, obtainable from 24, Gillingham- 
street, S.W.1. 

B.S. 569, Asbestos Cement Rainwater 
Pipes, Gutters and Fittings (price 6s., post 


free). 


B.S. 644: Part 1: 1945, Wood Windows 


‘and Casement Doors (price 3s., post free). 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address. 

Messrs. Rice and Son Ltd., building 
and civil engineering contractors, 
announce that they have just finished 
constructing a new office at Brighton 
which will be known as Stockwell House, 
23, Gloucester-place, Brighton, and that 
they moved from premises at Molesworth 
House, 3, Palace-place, on September 12. 


A Sixth Sense. 


On their stand at the Engineering and 
Marine Exhibition at Olympia, Messrs. 
Hancock and (o., Ltd., Progress-way, 
Croydon, have been demonstrating the 
Hancock No. 6 Drive applied to an elec- 
tronically controlled oxygen cutting 
machine, This new device projects a pin- 
head of light into the line of a drawing 
which compels the tracer wheel to turn in 
such a manner that the spot of light 
remains on the line, thus ensuring a high 
degree of accuracy. 


Aluminium Alloy Treadplate. 

Details, with illustrations, of the 
P. G. P. (positive grip pattern) treadplate, 
manufactured by the British Aluminium 
Co., Ltd., Salisbury House, London 
Wall, E.C.2, are given in a_ booklet 
recently issued by the company. The 
P.G.P. treadplate has, it is stated, been 
developed to give a positive grip in any 
direction and is several times deeper than 
on normal chequer plating. It is claimed 
to be suitable for marine and industrial 
purposes such as engine-room flooring, 
walk-ways on cranes, trench covers in 
powerhouses, loading platforms and 
bases for machine tools; also for road 
and rail transport applications such as 
flooring, kick plates and stair treads. 


New Type Excavator. 

A_ 455-ton electrical excavator, the 
Marion 7400 “ Walking Dragline,”’ made 
by the Marion Power Shovel Company 
of Ohig, is being imported by John 
Blackwood Hodge and Co., Ltd., on be- 
half of the United Steel Companies, Ltd.. 
who will use it in their opencast iron ore 
workings at Scunthorpe, Lincs. 

Claimed to be the first machine of its 
type to operate in Britain, the Marion’s 
bucket has a capacity of 12 cubic yards 
and a boom length of 175 ft. The dump- 
ing radius is 165 ft. The fact that the 
two tractor shoes are each 36 ft. 6 in. 
long and six feet wide gives some indica- 
tion of the size of the machine. Assembly 
on site, together with adaptations to suit 
British electricity supply, is expected to 
take 14 to 16 weeks. 


Interlocking Furniture. 


The advantages of furniture that can 
be built up to the exact combination of 
shelves, doors and drawers and the over- 
all size and shape required to suit indi- 
vidual needs, or altered at will to meet 
changing demands, are a feature of the 
“ Flowstyle” system of metal furniture 
construction recently introduced by the 
Gridway Division of Messrs. Fisher and 
Ludlow Ltd., of Birmingham. 

The manufacturers state that an almost 
endless variety of desks, tables, cabinets, 
cupboards, lockers, shelving units, book- 
cases, shop counters, display cabinets, 
chests of drawers, stools, etc., can be 
assembled from multiples of a simple 
shelf unit by the addition of special 
“ Flowstyle ” components. 

For example, stacks of shelves fitted 
with glass panels and glass doors may be 
made up into a series of display cabinets 
for high class store fitting. Counter 
assemblies with doors, drawers and glass 
or metal panels can be arranged with 
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See note on “ Interlocking Furniture.” 
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knee-hole spacings permitting assistants 
to sit. . 

Practically every requirement for office 
furniture is covered and the system per- 
mits combinations of pleasing appearance 
to house files, books, etc., in complete 
assemblies instead of the scattered units 
at present in general use. 

“Flowstyle ” is constructed from steel 
sheet. Components are bonderised_ be- 
fore painting to ensure a rustproof finish 
and are stove enamelled in a wide choice 
of colours. As all the interlocking units 
are secured together by means of insert 
clips, every “ Flowstyle” assembly be- 
comes a firm structure which can thus 
be moved if required, en bloc. 


A New Flat Oil Paint. 


Fleetwood Paints, Ltd., of Prince- 
street, Deptford, S.E.8, state that Dura- 
matt, a flat oil paint is now available in 
reasonable quantities. They state that 
one of the greatest advantages of Dura- 
matt is that neither a primer nor sealer 
need be used before applying it. It may 
be applied direct to the following sur- 
























faces—new plaster, new cement, new 
concrete, new asbestos, patent wall- 
boards, plaster boards. Duramatt is 


stated to solve the problem which con- 
fronts architects and builders when deal- 
ing with new buildings, particularly in 
the case of new plaster or new asbestos, 
as even on these difficult materials its 
obliteration, application and durability 
are perfect. 

Fleetwood Paints have been making 
quantities of Duramatt for the past six 
years, but due to limitation of raw mater- 
jals until now they have not been able 
to make sufficient quantities to satisfy 
the demand for it. Consequently, it has 
been confined to a limited number of 
architects for priority work. 

The makers state: 

Because it is a porous paint condensa- 
tion does not form on the surfaces deco- 
rated with Duramatt; it absorbs moisture 
in the air and with changes of tempera- 
ture allows the moisture to escape into 
the air again. It has been specially for- 
mulated for application to porous sur- 
faces and should not be applied over a 
surface which has been finished with an 
oil paint or any other material which 
has sealed the surface. It can, however, 
be applied over wallpaper or old dis- 
temper. 


Appointment. 

Mr. Fitzaersert Wricut has now joined the 
board of directors of Messrs. Sigmund Pumps, 
Ltd., Team Valley, Gateshead. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new school 
at Damshot-cres., for which the architect is 
John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, C.1. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new factory, 
suite of offices and other erections for the Theg 


American Engineering Works, Lochburn-rd., 

Maryhill, for which the architects are William 

Baillie & Son. Accountancy-bldgs., West Regent- 
Glasgow, C.1. 


ay ee —Corporation to erect at Cathel-dr. 
new hostel, for which plans are to be prepared 
by Archibald J. Jury, Chief Architect, Corpora- 
tion Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The 
Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions at Scotia 
cinema at Millerston-st. for the Picture House 
Co., Ltd., West Regent-st., for which the archi- 
tects are Charles J. MacNair, Elder & Ridley, 
529, Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow West. 

Lanark.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect a scheme 
of 20 houses at selected site, for which the 
architect is Samuel MacColl, County-bidgs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

New Monkland.—Lanarkshire ©.C. to erect 3 
blocks of houses, for which the architect is 
Samuel MacColl, County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. 

Stepps.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect on selected 

for which the archi- 
‘Albert-rd., Motherwell, 


site new Catholic school, 
tect is Niedummee Watt, 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. © Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t+) 
denotes closing date for applications ; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 17. 
*Peterborough T.C.—12 old people’s dwellings 
at Central-ave., Dogsthorpe-Newark estate. 
City E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by October 3. 
SEPTEMBER 19. 


*Alton U.D.C.—(a) Three shops with living 
accommodation at Aaees estate, (b) 30 houses 
ys Whitedown estate. , Council Offices. Dep. 


a C.B.—Kitchen at Kingsley School. 
Chief Ed. Officer, Katharine-st. Dep. £1. 
Tenders by October 5. 
SEPTEMBER 21, 
t*Dorset ©.C.—Secondary Modern School at 


Bovington, nr. Wareham. Brutton, C., 
County Hall, Dorchester. Tenders by Novem- 


ber 14. 
SEPTEMBER 23. 

t*Derby C.B.—Dining-room and kitchen at 
Nottingham-rd. school. T. W. East (F.), Boro’ 
A., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
October 24. 

t*Norfolk E.C.—Prefabricated © ha A school 
Emneth, nr. Wisbech. W. O. Bell, Chief Ed. 
Officer, County Ed. Office, Stracey- rd., Norwich. 


Dep. £5. 

t*North Riding C.C.—2 houses at Neile-ct., 
nr. Northallerton. County A., County Hall, 
Northallerton. Dep. £2 2s. 


+*Portsmouth T.C.—15 garages at Paulsgrove. 
City A., City Council-chbrs., 1, Clarence-parade, 
Southsea. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 24. 

Bakewell R.D.C.—10 houses in stone, with site 
works, at Evam. A. Lowcock, Architect, King- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Bishop Auckland U.D.C.—5 beat. with out- 


buildings, etc., at Louisa-terr., St. Helens. E. 
« S.. 50, North Bondgate. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*Coventry T.C.—Applications invited from 


firms to be placed on lists of contractors for 
(a) Builders and Contractors; (b) Heating and 
Ventilating Engineering Contractors: (c) 
Electrical Contractors. D. E. EB. Gibson, City 
A., la, Warwick-row. 

*Esher U.D.C.—40 dwellings, Weston Green 
estate, Thames Ditton. E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 

+*Worcs c.c.—County primary school at 
Cofton Common. F. Gibberd (F.), A.M.P.T.I., 
35, Gordon-sq., London, W.C.1. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by October 17. 


SEPTEMBER 26. 


eld T.C.—30 7? houses. 


Huddersfi Boro’ A 
High-st.-bldgs. . £2 
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Longbenton U.D.C.—20 houses at Taylor-ave., Cornwall C.C.—Canteen at Perranporth County 
Wideopen. . & S., Council Offices, Forest Hall. Primary or oe _ County A., County Hall, 
Dep. £2 2s. Truro. Dep. £1 

Nuneaton T.C.—74 houses at Coldwell estate. Hind u. D.C. rz bungalows at  Lastie Hill 
B.S., Council House. Dep, £2 2s. estate. & §., Town Hall. Dep. £ 

SEPTEMBER 27. Holmfirth U.D.c.—12 stone-built A 
t*Croydon C.8.—Three classrooms, cloakrooms Oakes-ave. estate. Hickson, 4, St. 
and lavatories at Monks Orchard School, The Feter’s-st., Huddersfield. 
pag te ore dlty Her ong Katharine-st. Dep. OCTOBER 1. 
ers ober f ; " 
f*East Sussex C.C.—Adaptation of “Fa'con- , Darwen T.C.—24 flats at Reheat. some E. 
hurst,” New Church-rd., Hove, into homes for Beardshaw & _Partners, | — are itects, 
aged, J. Catchpole (A.), County A., County 11, Peter-st., Manchester 2. Dep. £2 2s 
Hall. Lewes. Tenders by October 14. t*Tottanham B.C.—42 houses at  Park-la., 
t*Northants C.C.—Conversion of former Air Cheshunt. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Ministry buildings at Chipping Warden into Tenders by October 27 
primary school. Walter Rosser (F.), OCTOBER 3. 
Derngate, Northampton. Peterborough Joint Education Board.—Struc- 
SEPTEMBER 238. tural alterations and additions at County 
Beds ©.C.—Alterations and additions at Technical School, with internal redecoration. 
Silver . oe ere School, Bedford. County Chief Ed. Officer. Town Hall. 
A., Shire Ha OCTOBER 5 
t*Bucks C.C.—Alterations and additions to : 
fire station at Beaconsfield. County A., County Rag Nig? T.C.—70 houses at Pesee Vale 
Offiees, Aylesbury. Dep. £3 3s. site. , 127, Stamford-st. Dep. £2 2: 
+* Bucks C.—House at Peters-la.. Monks OCTOBER 7. 
Rishoreneh. 5 ing A., County Offices, Ayles- Clutton R-D.0.-29 houses, swith sewage dis 
‘ posal works, at ileompton. nomas & 
Wrben Gat Patna oon intent school, ff Morgan & Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Ponty- 
Education. Dep. £2 2s. pridd. Dep. £3 3s. 
tKidsgrove U.D.C.—88 houses at Crown Bank OCTOBER 8. 
we. = ou §., Town Hall. Dep. £5 58. —+*gartiste T.¢.—Foundations and building up 
go UDC 16 houses at Galleys e oer = ty ee 
3 g é § de : : 
Bank estate. k. & S.. Town Hall. Dep. £5 58. Gnionechbrs, Conerevest, Birmingham 3. 


Tenders by October 13. 
{Norfolk E.C.—Junior and infants’ school off _ Lake U.D.C.—10 houses at Benfield, Grasmere. 


St. William’s-way, Thorpe St. Andrew. W. 0. J..H. McAdam. Sanitary Inspector, Council 
Bell, Chief Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Offices, Ambleside. Dep. £2 2s. 
ep. £5. t*Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Adapta- 
+* Reading c. a of East Caversham tion White Hart Hotel, Harrogate, as hostel 
Primary School. E. G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork- for rheumatism patients. Architect to Board, 
st., Reading. ‘ y 29-31. Eastgate, Leeds 2. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
+*W inchester T.C.—28 houses at Highcliffe by November 12. 
estate. A. S. Wilson & Partners, 8, Princes-st., *jerioneth E.C.—Canteen kitchen and dining- 
Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. room at Dolgelley Primary School. County A., 
SEPTEMBER 29. County Offices, Dolgelley. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Hunts. C.C.—Temporary commas centre OCTOBER 10. 
ak Gade aibds eau *Chester R.D.C.—Pair of houses, with inci- 
tIsie of Wight C.C.—Fire station at Yar- _ works, at’ Shotwich. H. Beswick (L.), 
mouth, County A., County Hall, Newport. 19, Newgate-st., Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by October 13. phic R.D.C.—24 houses in two contracts 
SEPTEMBER 30 = Ardingly. A. Hutchings, M.I.Mun.E., E. & 
Angie C.C.—4 cottages at Cefni Reservoir. Rural ae Gtices, Boltro-rd., Haywards 
County A., Shire Hall, Llangefni. Dep. £2 2s. Heath. Dep. £2 


5 11. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Garage for 100 buses and 
ancillary buildings Strouden Castle-la. Jack- 
son & Greenen (F/A.), Hinton-bldgs., Hinton- 


Tenders by October 17. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 











td. Dep. £3 3: 

“Chesterfield R. D.C.—36 houses at Birk Hill 
estate, Eckington. J. B. Wikeley, M.Eng., 
D.M.Inst.C.E., E. & S., Rural Council House, 
Saltergate. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 12. 
*Norfolk C.C.—Alterations and renovations at 


“ Keys Hill,” Wroxham. County A., 25, Thorpe- 
rd., Norwich. 
OCTOBER 13. 
IN STOCK *Rochdale ©.B.—Junior school at Kirkho!t 


B.S., Town Hall. 


OCTOBER 15. 
*Billericay U.D.C.—8 houses at Wickford site. 
S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 17. 
*Barnstaple T. c.—40 a at Forches estate. 


estate. 


PAVINGS BS., The Castle. Dep. £2 
“States of Guerns aes building at 
Alderney Airport. G. Heggs, States E., States 
Office. ep. £2. 


FACADES 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


OCTOBER 21. 

“Shropshire E.C.—Infants’ school at Market 
Drayton. Hobbiss & Hobbiss, 3%, Waterloo-st., 
Birmingham 2. 

OCTOBER 238. 

Hempstead T.C.—14 houses at Vaux- 

T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 24. 


*Rochdale C.B.—Infants’ school at Kirkholt 
estate. B.S., Town Hall. 


NO DATE. 
*Barking T.C.—Kitchen and dining-hall at 
Bifrons Secondary School. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 
*Durham Colleges.—Block of lecture rooms in 
grounds of science laboratories. South- _ 
Treas., 3, North Bailey, Durham. Dep. £5 


JOHN STUBBS} < 


Ludiow T.C.—28 houses at Sandpits-rd. site. 
MARBLE &QUARZITELTD | “2.5 


ae & Son, 5,. Castle-st., Ludlow. 
3 3s. 
*Prescot U.D.C..—(a) Block of 12 flats; (b) 28 
LIVERPOOL7 


*Hemel 
hall-rd. 


aged persons’ houses; (c) block of 8 shops with 
maisonettes over, all at Bryer estate. rnall, 
Kelly & Shelton, Britannia en. 8, Hard 

shaw-st., St. Helens. Dep. £2 2s 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 24. 


t*Essex C.C.—External painting of South- 
West Essex Technical College. County A., 
County Hal!, Chelmsford. 


SEPTEMBER 26. 
Glossop T.C.—External and internal decoration 


of Town Hall and internal decoration of Council 
Chambers and Mayor’s Parlour. B.S, 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
SEPTEMBER 22. 

Crook and Willington U.D.C.—Roads and 

ets at Ba wailineton site. C., Council 

ces, ‘‘Glenholme,” Crook, ° . 

gg TOO Co. Durham 
SEPTEMBER 26. 

Wing R.D.C.—Sewage disposal works at G 
Brickhill. §., 4, Church-rd., Linslade, Letyhten 
Buzzard. Dep. £1 1s. 

OCTOBER 5. 
_ Horsham R.D.C.—Roads and sewers, ete. 
Slinfold site. S., Cowewell House, Toe 

OCTOBER 7. 
“Ludiow R.D.C.—2,240 yds. of 3-in. 
dia. asbestos-cement pipelines, etc. 
Waters, -I.C.E., , Temple-row 
ham 2. Dep. £3 3s. : 

OCTOBER 15, 

*Leominster T.C.—Roads and sewers at West- 
field-walk. W. B. Bond FRICS. Colon 
ae, 3, Newhall-st., Birmingham 3. 


and 1%-in. 
Re: 


Birming- 


Dep. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Carshalton.—Cinema aND Snops.—Surrey T 

a — a proposal to ~  ai 
@ and some shops o si i 
—- PS on a, site in Wrythe 

Coulsdon.—Lanp ror Dwe.LLincs.—With M 
approval, Coulsdon and Purley R.D.C. Rng 
acquire over five acres of land in Waddington- 
ave., Old Coulsdon. for housing purposes. 

Coulsdon and Purley.—F.Aats.—R.D.C. are to 
erect 20 flats on the Star-la., Hooley, Estate. 
Plans by the Surveyor. - 

Purley.—Hovses.—Local planning authority is 
considering proposal by Messrs. J. Laing & 
Son, Ltd., to build houses on Purley Estate. 

Sanderstead.—Hovusrs.—Harold Williams & 
Partners, 80, High-st., Croydon, have prepared 
plans for the proposed erection of 14 pairs of 
houses in Westfield-ave. 

Sanderstead.— DWELLINGS AND CoMMUNITY 

Centre.—R.D.C. Surveyor has been instructed 
to prepare a layout of the proposed housing 
site at Cherry Tree Farm, Limpsfield-rd., and 
to provide for a new community centre. 
_ Stepney.—Dweiincs, Ertc.—Sydney Clough, 
Son & Partners, 115, Park-st., W.1, have been 
appointed architects for the proposed Sidney- 
st. scheme, comprising about 677 flats, . etc., 
estimated to cost -£1,100,000. 

Surbiton.—Hovses.—The present address of 
George B. Imrie, F.R.I.B.A, who is the archi- 
tect for 68 ‘houses at Gosbury Hill, 
Rhodrons-ave., and 46 at Fullers-way, for B.C., 
is Teffont Magna, Salisbury, Wilts, and not as 
published in our September 2 issue. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—U.D.C. seek loan of £65,633. for 56 
houses at Lee-la. site. 
Ashbourne.—R.D.C. 
Biggin by 
Wheeldon. 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.€. approved plans for 
a new hotel, corner of Broadoak-rd. and Lees- 
rd., for Gartsides Brookside Brewery Co., Ltd. ; 
2 new warehouses and sanitary accommodation 
at Mount Pleasant st. for R. Fish. Additional 

allocation of 65 houses received. 

Bangor.—B.C. instructed S. Devon, architect. 
to prepare plans for a theatre-conference hall 
consisting of a main hall to seat 1,000 and a 
minor hall to seat 400-500. 

Birkenhead.—Plans were submitted to B.C. 
for offices at Henson-st. for Argyle Building, 
Ltd., architect R. Kinna, 14, Castle-st., Liver- 
pool; factory, Grosvenor-st., for McKenna Con- 
struction Co., Ltd.; extensions, Valley-rd., for 
Vernons Industries. Ltd. 

Birmingham.—T.C. to crect 60 three-bedroom 
prefabs. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved plans for alterations, 
32-3, Deansgate, for Littlewoods Mail Order 
Stores, Ltd. 

Cardiff.—Sanction has been received foy the 
erection of a sports stadium on a 12$-aere site 
on the Penarth-rd. at between £100.000 and 
£120,000. Plans by William Hughes, A.R.I.B.A., 
of Cargiff. 


propose 17 houses 


at 
Hartington. Surveyor, J. H. 
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‘‘ THE BUILDER ” PRICES 
ZINC PRICE REDUCED 

Because of the reduction in the American 
price, the Ministry of Supply announces that as 
from September 10 the price of zinc is reduced 
by £2 15s. a ton, to £63 10s. Zinc oxide prices 
are reduced by £2 6s. 6d. a ton as follows :— 
New Price Old Price 

cae 2. 0.4. 
63 10 O 
65 0 0 
66 0 0 


Red Seal 
Green Seal ... 
White Seal ... 
BRASS TUBES PRICES DOWN 

In consequence of the reduction in the con- 
trolled price of zinc which came into operation 
on September 10, the basis prices of brass tubes 
are reduced forthwith as follows :— 

Basis Prices 
Home _ Export 

per lb. 


19§d. 20% 


Reduction 


Brass tubes ..._ ... $d. per Ib. 











Chatham.—B.C. are to erect 98 further houses 
on their Wayfield estate. 

Cheadie.—R.D.C. received approval for 6 
houses _and bunaglow at Dilhorne. Surveyor, 
J. W. Burton. 

Cheshire.—Sites are being prepared in_ the 
Dee Estuary for extensions to the plant of John 
Summers & Son. 

_Chesterfield.—B.C. approved plans for exten- 
tion to premises, 1 and 3, Sheffield-rd., for S. 
Swale & Sons, Ltd.; extensions and alterations 
to works, Birmingham-rd., for Robertson & 
Woodcock; 38 houses for G. Rose & Co., 
Chesterfield. 

Chester-le-Street.—Chemika, Ltd., Birtley, are 
planning the erection of a paint factory 
behind Station-la., Birtley. Alterations are 
proposed to Birtley Miners’ Welfare Institute. 

Clayton-le-Moors.—Messrs. Spanjaards, Pros- 

ills, propose considerable extensions. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose day nursery centres at 
Canley and Holbrooks. Donald E. E. Gibson, 
City Architect. : 

Darlington.—J. F. Sweeten, 43 Geneva-rd., 
Darlington, has prepared plans for R.D.C. for 
the erection of 29 houses at  Middleton-St.- 
George. No contracts let. | 

Dartmouth.—B.C. considering the construction 
of a deep-water jetty. \ 

Durham.—C.C. is to erect about 50 houses for 
council officials at Shincliffe. The project is 
still in preliminary stages. County Architect is 
G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Hanley.—Permission is sought for recon- 
struction of the Theatre Royal. Plans by 
Forshaw & Greaves, 33, Albion-st., Hanley. 

Heckmondwike.—U.D.C. propose 30 houses at 
— site. Surveyor, F. A. Brown, Council 

ces. 

Hexham.—A canteen and kitchen is to be 
built at a County Council school. Architect, 
W. W. Tasker, County Architect, Newcastle. 
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Hyde.—B.C. approved plans for extensions, 
Newton Bank Printworks, for Calico Printers 
Association. Surveyor to prepare plans for 
development of Wych Fold Estate. 

Jarrow.—T.C. is ‘seeking sanction to build a 
block of 15 old people’s bungalows at the 
junction of Hedworth and Leam-las. The cost 
will amount to about £11,700, , See 2B 
Perkins is the Borough Engineer. 

Kidsgrove.—U.D.C. propose erection of houses 
at Hollins Farm, Talke, and shops at 
Woodshuts_ Estate. ; 

Lanes.—C.C. propose adapting Worsthorne 
County School for use as kitchen and dining- 
room, plans by G. Noel Hill, F.R.I.B.A., County 
Offices, Preston; propose new infant and junior 
school at Ditchfield-rd., Widnes. k 

Leics.—C.C. seek approval for ercction of fire 
station at Charnwood-rd., Shepshed. . to 
acquire Craven Lodge, Melton Mowbray, 
adaptation as special school. 

Linslade.—M.H. has approved plans for 22 
houses and 10 bungalows on the Soulbury-rd. 


for 


site. 

Lieyn.—R.D.C. propose erection of houses at 
Mynytho. ied ; 

Longridge.—U.D.C. are considering erection 
of aged persons’ bungalows. 

Lytham St. Annes.—Received M.O.H. approval 
for 10 houses at junction of Church-rd., Smithy- 
la., St. Annes, as first part of £50,000 memorial 
scheme. : 

Manchester.—T.C. to purchase Didsbury 
Training College, City Architect, L. C. Howitt, 
is preparing plans for its adaptation; propose 
dental clinic at Britannia House, Whalley 
Range: to acquire sites for additional class- 
rooms at St. Wilfrid’s R.C. School, Hulme, and 
St. Malachy’s R.C. School. Collyhurst. 

Manchester.—Regional Hospital Board ap- 
proved alterations to X-ray dept., and con- 
version of decontamination centre into_patho- 
logical laboratory at Royal Albert Edward 
Infirmary, Wigan. Detailed plans to be pre- 
pared for covered way and for completion of 
scheme for reconstruction of sanitary annexes 
at Royal Albert Hospital. Architect to Board, 
T. Duffy. 

Nelson.—T.C. received approval for 16 houses 
at Hole House Estate and 38 at. Marsden Park 
Estate. Borough Surveyor, F. V. Alexander. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations are proposed 
to the main operating theatre and to the 
autopsy room at the Royal Victoria Infirmary 
to plans by W. Curtis Green. Son _& Lloyd, 
Pickering-pl., St. James-st., S.W.1. Hethering- 
ton & Wilson, County-chbrs., 52, Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle, are architects for alterations to the 
“ Stepney Hotel,” Stoddard-st., for W. B. Reid 
& Co.. Lid. Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle, have prepared plans for 12 
houses at the West Rigg for Cunningham & 
Forster, builders, Kenton-la.. Newcastle, and 
also for 32 houses at the Riding and the Rise 
for Kenton-la. Estate Co., Ltd.. builders, 
Bolbec Hall, Newcastle. M. Gatoff, 25, 
Trafalgar-st.. Newcastle, is the architect for 
factory additions in Blandford-st. for E. White. 
J. W. Taylor & Son, St. James’-bldgs., Gallow- 
gate. Newcastle, are the architects for altera- 
tions in Corporation-st. for the United Yeast 
Co.. Ltd., warehouse in Coquet-st. for Mawson 
& Swan. and factory additions at Sandgate for 
Essen, Lid. Alterations are proposed to Lloyds 
Bank. Grey-st.. to nlans by Cackett, Burns Dick 
& McKellar, 21. Ellison-pl.. Newcastle.. J. T. 
Bell & Son, builders, 17, Brunswick-pl., New- 
eer are to erect 51 houses in’ Eaglescliffe- 
dr.. etc. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additional storage accom- 
modation is to be built in Normanton-terr. for 
A. & T. Laws. Architect, M. A. McKenzie, 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Stewart Llovd & Co., 
tube manufacturers. are to build offices in 
Shields-rd. Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, 
Carliol House, Newcastle. : 

Oakworth.—Lanes Ends Methodist Church is 
to be converted into flats by Jagger Bros., Ltd. 

Oswaldtwistle.—U.D.C. propose 34 houses and 
bungalows at Rowan-ave. and Grove-st. i 

Penketh and Great Sankey.—British Legion 
propose new clubhouse, dance and concert hall. 

Portstewart.—U.D.C. accepted offer of the 
Northern Ireland Housing Trust (the Govern- 
ment Authority) to build 58 three-bedroom and 
four-bedroom houses at Church-la. ; 

St. Austell.—R.D.C. ‘propose building 129 
houses next year, including 10 at St. Stephen, 
5 at St. Columb and 2 each at Roche. Trewoon 
and Nanpean. Remainder were previously 
approved as 1949 programme. but were not 
erected. be 

Salford.—H. Greenhalgh. 15, Mawdesley-st., 
Bolton, is architect for St. Thomas of Canter- 
bury B.C. School on site of Hadfield-st. 
Recreation Ground, Higher Broughton, at 
£80,000. i 

Scarborough.—T.C. seek permission to erect 
120 honses at Eastfield, Seamer. : 

Sheffiald.—Housing Committee to build Scandi- 
navian-type flats on site -between Granville-rd., 
Norfolk-park and East Bank-rd. : 

Sheringham.—U.D.C. Housing Committee have 
submitted for approval fourth revised lay-out 
for 100 houses at Common-la. 
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»athene.—2.C. approved in principle sites 
4 acres, capable of accommodating 
in the following areas: Adjoining 
and Eastwoodbury-la., north part 
Farm. north of Blenheim Chase 
Vood Farm, Bellhouse-la., Westleigh 
@ Feeches, Danescroft Estate and 
irds Hall. 

—Estates Committee approved in 
scheme for the erection of 61 flats 

er of Leicester-st. and Albert-rd. 

j —Plans for extensions to Technical 
CoLege being prepared by H. T. Seward, of 
Cruickshank & Seward, Princess-st., Manchester. 

Southport.—T.C. approved extension to P.O. 
garage at Vulcan-st., for G.P.O. 

Stalybridge.—B.C. approved plans for recon- 
struction of cable testing dept. at Castle Works, 
for Aerialite, Ltd.; seek allocation of further 
70 houses. 

Stone.—R.D.C. to erect 20 houses at Oulton, 
14 at Tittensor, 4 at Hilcote and 4 at Croxton. 
Surveyor, W. Hawker. 

Sunderland.—Highways Committee has ap- 
proved pl4ns by E.C. for a £12,500 central 
cleansing clinic in Hendon-rd. 

Sunderiand.—A plan to rebuild Sunderland 
central station has been sent to Sunderland 
Corporation by the British Railways Executive, 
and the plans are under consideration by the 
T.C. It is proposed to incorporate a hotel and 
news-ree] theatre in the new building. Facing 
the main entrance will be a semi-circular park 
surrounded by a new shopping area. 

Swale.—R.D.C. propose 100 houses and bunga- 
lows at various sites. L. . Randerson, 
Engineer and Surveyor. 

Torquay.—Entertainments Committee propose 
meeting and concert hall in Princess-gdns. at 
an estimated cost of £61,000. Plans by Boro’ 
Engineer. 

York.—Estates Committee propose restoration 
of York’s 15th century Guildhall. If approved, 
detailed plans will be prepared by Ministry of 
Works in conjunction with the City Engineer. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
+ Denotes preeseeey BoE 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance 
3 Denotes accepted subject to modification, 
€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—57 houses at Rosehill-rd. 
and Fountain-st., for T.C.: *W. Plant & Hill 


Bros. 

Atcham.—Four houses at Buildwas, for 
R.D.C.: *Stanley W. Johnson, £7,106. 

Barnard Castle.—48 houses at Station-rd., 
for North-Eastern Housing Association, North- 
umberland-rd., |Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Piggott 
Bros. & Co., Lid., Darlington. 

Belfast. —66 houses at Summerhill estate, for 

E.C.: *Wm. Grace & Co., Ltd., Belfast, £88,582. 

Berwick.—Canteen and kitchen at Berwick 
Junior School. Plans by County A., W. W. 
Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle: *I. Gardiner, 
Well-close, Berwick. : 

Boldon.—R.C. church (temporary) at  Whit- 
burn: *M. McGlynn, Harbour View, Sunder- 


land (cost, £3,000). 
school at Cedar_ Park, 


Bristol.—Primary ( 
Stoke rt; for City Council. Kenneth 
Quantities by 


Nealon (A.), St. Stephen’s-st. 
Faithful & Gould, ristol 1: ‘tWilkins & 
Coventry, 91, Cumberland-rd., Bristol, £37,173. 

British Railways (London Midland Region). — 
Contracts placed :— 

Repairs to bridges, culver-s, platform and 
retaining walls at Settle-Carlisle line; and for 
construction of steel sheet piling to river bank 
at Upton-on-Severn: Wellerman Bros., Ltd., 
Dun-st., Sheffield: 3. 

Cleaning and petnting “ granary warehouse, 
St. Pancras goods depot : Ridd & Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 17, a ll Collier-row, Rom- 
ford, Essex. 

Patent glazing and flashings for renewal of 
roof coverings at Liverpool (Central) station: 
The British Challenge Glazing Co., Marsh- 
gate-la., Stratford, E.15. 

Repairs to downside retaining wall between 
Chequerbent and Daubhill; and for construc- 
_ of underbridge over Rainford by-Pass-rd., 

‘or the Ministry of Transport: L. Fairclough, 
itd. Adlington, Lancs. 

R. P.M. V-Beam sheeting for renewal of roof 
covering, Bradford (Exchange) station : 
Robertson Building Service, Wolverhampton 
Corrugated Iron Co., Ltd., Ellesmere Port 
Wirral, Ches. 

Scaffolding, gs. B sheets, etc., for removal 
of roof coverin radford Exchange station : 
Mills Scaffold Ltd., Bredbury Steel Works, 
Woodley, nr. Stockport 

Erection of new su erstructure and _ general 
contractors work for bridge at Long Buckby: 
—— Long Co., Ltd., Middlesbrough. 

romsgrove.—48 houses ‘at Charford-la., for 
ude. *J. R. Davis, Birmingham Builders, 


£60,922. 
Crickiade.—10 Airey houses with ancillary 
works at Green Farm, Lyneham, for R.D.C. 
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C. enh RA AME, A.B.LCS., 

X MEPL, A.M.I.M E. S., Council 
Offices, Wooton aeent > — 
James Miller & Partners, Ltd., Bir- 

mingham .. £20,932 
H. Wallis & Co., Wootton Bassett 
“3. A. 7. Lid., High-st., Malmes- 

bury, Wilt 18,414 
Crosby. 4a) Bight “flats at Sandy- rd. ; (b) 
eight flats at Crosby-rd. South, for T.C. B.E. & 
S., Town Hall: (a) *F. Gatley, ** Mayfield, ° 
Southport-rd., Lydiate, 7 (b): *John 
som & Co. ee eager td., 284-288, Whit- 
field-rd., Liverpool 6, £7,504 

Daventry.—Four houses at Kilsby and two at 


Watford, for R.D.C.: *Midland Builders (Daven- 
try), Ltd., £5,574 and £2,895. 
Dunston-on-Tyne. — Engineering shops at 


Norwood Coke Works, for Northern Divisional 
Coal Board, Collingwood- st., Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
*Direct Labour. 

Eston.—14 aged persons’ bangslows at Bir- 
chington-av., Grangetown, for C. 
Harrison, E. & S., Normanby-rd., South Bank. 
Quantities by Turner & Ing, Darlington: *T. E. 
xray, Chapel-st., Thornaby-on-Tees, £13,205. 

Gainford (Co. Durham).— Work is in hand on 
additions to St. Peter’s School, Gainford. Archi- 
tect, Robert Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., Jesmond, 
Newcasile-on-Tyne : *Piggott Bros & Co,, Ltd., 
Darlington. 

Hebburn-on-T yne.—18 Campbell 
Park estate, for U.D.C. *Direct 
Labour. 

Hemel Hempstead.—Electrica] insiallation in 
first 100 houses, for Development Corporation : 
*Alpha Manufacturing & Electrical Co., Ltd 
21, Cedais-rd., Clapham, S8.W.4. 

Herts.—2,000 houses, with roads and sewers, 
at Boreham Wood, for L.C.C.: *Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd.. Derby, £3,500,000. 

Hove.—30 blocks of flats in 3 contracts at 
Sunninghill estate, for T.C.:—48 flats: *Cook 
(Brighton), Ltd.. 160, Chureh-rd., Hove 3, 
£41,711; 52 flats: *H. J. Paris, Ltd., 210, Church- 
rd., Hove 3, £46,878; 20 flats: *Saunders (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., London-rd., Burgess Hill, 
£18,184. (Subject to M.H. approval.) 

Inverness-shire.—33 houses at Cleggan, for 
Corporation of Fort William. A. N. Tauna- 
hill, Municipal Architect, British Linen Bank- 
bldgs., Fort William. Excavation, brick 2nd 
building works, etc... A. MacLeod & Co., £24,627 ; 
plumber and sanitary engineering works, etc., 
Byard & Co., £5,962; joinery, carpentry and 
allied works, ete. J. Miller & Partners, £17,385; 


Pay ay! Rg! gy! gy! gy 
A DECORATIVE AND 
WATERPROOFING 


TREATMENT FOR CONCRETE 
CEMENT RENDERING 
BRICKWORK, ASBESTOS, ETC. 
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STONE COVERING 


houses at 
R..C. Bestow: 
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electrical fittings and installation, etc., H. 8. 

ussell, £2,587; plaster, lathing and a/lied 
works, ete., Gleunan Smith, £4,579. (All of Fort 
William. ) 

Kielder (Northumberiand).—20 houses with 
small sewage disposal works, temporary bridge 
over North Tyne, access roads and under drain- 
age works in ‘connection with development 
scheme, for Forestry Commission. Architects, 
Mauchien & Weightman, 12, Saville-row, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Civil Engineer, E. G. Lediard 
4, Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *W. A. McLeod 
& Co., Ltd., Russell-rd., Edinburgh. 

L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 


placed by L.C.C. during period ending Septem- 
ber 13: 329 dwellings at Harold Hill, Essex, 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Ltd. ternal 


painting of 318 flats at Honor Oak Estate, 
Lewisham, and 380 cottages at Thornhill Estate, 
Woolwich, Sprayway, Ltd. Cleaning, repaint- 
ing, etc., of Wandsworth Bridge, C. A. Hayes 
& Sons, Ltd Painting of following housing 
estates: Sumner Estate, Camberwell (521 flats, 
Cowley Estate, Lambeth (428 flats), Stockwell- 
gnds. Estate, Lambeth (305 flats), Tulse Hill 
Estate, Lambeth (481 flats), Becontree Estate, 
Essex (774 cottages), Geo. Jones & Sons (Con- 
tractors), 

"London (Air Ministry)—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended September 10:— 
Heating and hot-water installation: Brightside 
Foundry & Eng. Co., Ltd., London, W.L.2; 
Rosser & Russell, Ltd., London, W.1; Comyn 
Ching & Co. (London), Ltd., London, W.C.2. 
Waterproofing hangar roofs: Blackwells & 


National .Roofings, Ltd., Altrincham, Ches. 
Building work: W. & A. Collisson, Banbury, 
Oxon. Alterations and repairs to various 


, Miller & Co., Ltd., London, 
E.7. Resurfacing runways: Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Itd., London, W.12; _ Allweather Mechanical 
Grouting Co., Ltd., London, 8,W.1. General 
maintenance work: T. W. Nicholls, Iitd., Glou- 


buildings: G. TH. 


cester; W. Wigham & Son, Castleton, Sunder- 
land. 

{london (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended September 3:— 


London: Wood Green, Sub-District office, 
Charles R. Price, Kingsbury-rd., N.W.9; Home 
Office, Whitehall, Internal painting, Wm. Win- 
stanley & Co., Ltd., Windsor House, 46, Victoria- 
st., S.W.1; South Block Govt. Offices, White- 
hall, Internal painting, Wm. Winstanley & Co., 
Lid., ‘Windsor House, 46, Victoria-st., S.W.1; 
South Block Govt. Offices, Whitehall, External 
painting, Ernie Bayliss, ee St. 
Stephen’s House, S.W.1. Ches: C.E. Mixed 
School, Alsager, Hutted accommodation, Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., 21a, Brook-st,, Knuts- 
ford. Devonshire: H.M, Coastguard Station, 
Foxhills, Exmouth, Dwellings, duty room, etc., 
Sydney Pratt (Builders), Ltd.. Wynards Works, 
Rydon-la., Exeter. Dorsetshize: Kemp Welch, 
Mod. Sec. School, Parkstone, Poole, Kitchen and 
dining-room, Jefferson Pond, 70, King’s-rd., 
Swanage. Gloucs: Phoenix Grove School, Hen- 
leaze, Bristol, Kitchen, H. F. N. Greenhill & 
Sons, Winterstoke-rd., | Bristol. Hampshire : 
Brockhurst. Cncl. School, Gosport, Kitchen and 


dining-rooms, a Hunt, Lid., South Wharf, 


Cleveland-rd., Merry Oak School, 
Southampton, a “and dining-room, ™m. 
A. Fussell, osoa Orchard-pl., Southampton. 
Lanarkshire : Glasgow Head P.O., Internal re- 


Watson, 254, Kilmarnock-rd., 
Glasgow. Lancs: St. Mary’s R.C. School, Rad- 
cliffe, Hutted accommodation, E. B. Jones & 
Rawlinson, 6, Leaf-sq., Salford 6; H. Wilfrids 
R.C. School, Hulme, Manchester, Hutted 
accommodation, E. B. Jones & Rawlinson, 6, 
Leaf-sq., Salford 6. Middx: Radio ene 
Dollis Hill, Temporary office, Harry Neal, 

117, Baker-st., W.1. Northumberland : Chop: 
pington School, Dining-room and kitchen, J. W. 


decorations, 


Urpeth, Fairholme, Nor thridge, Bedlington 
Shropshire:  Buchfreld Estate, Penylan-la., 
Oswestry, Temp. school buildings, M. A. 


well (Contractor), Ltd., School-st., Woiverhamp- 


ton. Staffs: Stonefield County School, Bilston, 
Kitchen, . A. Boswell ( ntractor), Ltd., 
School-st.,. Wolverhampton; Eastfield Schoo), 


Willenhall- rd., Wolverhampton, Kitchen, (M. A. 
Boswell (Contractor), _Ltd., School-st., ‘Wolver- 
hampton; County Primary School, Chase-ter., 
Burntwood, Kitchen, Fred Pickering (Bldrs.4, 
Ltd., Rookery-st., Wednesfield. Wilts: Automa- 
= Pelephone Exchange, ‘Warminster, Erection, 
E. Chivers Ba Sons, Ltd., Devizes. 
“5 London (W Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for wéek ended September 


‘Berks : Road work, W. & J Pome. Lid., 
London. Leics: Building work, J. Chapman & 
Sons, Ltd., Leicester. ‘Notts: Hutting work, 
Maurice Hill. Construction Co., Ltd. don 
Fug Geo. Cooper (Builders, Notting: 


Buildin 

ham), Nottingham. Pentrekenhire ; Build- 
ing Suk "Dudley ell & Co., - Wolver- 
hampton. Salop: Road work, BE &E Rogers, 
Shrewsbury. Wilts : Painting prork, Arnold 
Sharrocks, Lid. (two contracts), London. Ayr- 


shire : Miscellaneous work, John Dickson & Co. = 

Kilmarnock. Glasgow : Miscellaneous work, S. 

asgow. Kent: Building work, Dow- 

ot Engineering Construetion, Ltd., Richmond 
urrey 
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Longhenton.—50 houses at Fordley estate, for Lurgan.—30 workers’ houses at premnacenyy, Renfrewshire.—Extensions, etc., at t-la., 

U.D.C.: *Direct Labour. Portadown, for R.D.C.: *Collei Bros., Ltd., Paisley, potato crisp factory, by Smith’s Eointe 
Portadown, £43,772. Crisps (1929), Ltd., Brentford, London. 

—_— Manchester.—Houses at Woodhouse Park and MacIntosh, Beecroft & Partners, architects, 
Moss Nook, for City Council: *Direct_ Labour etc., Oxford-st., Bristol: *Hugh Leggit, Lid. 
(220); *A. Wallwork, 25, Granby-rd., Stretford. Barrhead, Renfrewshire. 

(20); *Marsden & Chapman, Bedford-dr., Tim- Ruthergien.—14 double villas at The-Du<e’s- 
perley, Ches (58); *d. C. Darley, Ltd., 2a, rd., Burnside, for Lanarkshire C.C.~ Samuel 
Brewerton-st., Ardwick, Manchester 13 (21); MacColl, architect, County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
*Poole & Foster, Ltd., 49, Plymouth-av., Man- Hamilton: *Orlits, Ltd., 62,, Old Dalmarnrock- 
chester 13 (25); *W. G. West, Ltd., 11, Great rd., Bridgeton, Glasgow. 

Underbank, Stockport (44). Sligo.—5O houses at Cleveragh Demesne, for 

Nantwich.—Eight houses at Wybunbury and Corporation: *Maloney & Taylor, Ltd., Sligo, 
four at Church Minshull, for R.D.C.: *Griffiths £68,057. 
Smith & Co., Ltd., Rhosnessney, Wrexham, South Shields.—Gara; for J. Cowie & Co. 
£15,058. Architect, G. W. Smith, Winchester-st., South 
NewcdaStle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to confec- Shields: *Christie & Burchall, builders, South 
tionery factory and extensions to the canteen, Shields. 
for A. Wilkin, Ltd. cone npgg C. _ Errington, _ . aap as houses at Greenfield, for 
4%, Grainger-st., Newcastle: Bell & Co, U. *J. Gamble, Ltd., Strabane, £69,602. 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH New Mills. Barrack-rd., Newexaile- on-Tyne. — ser oud.—22 unity flats and 32 Unity’ houses, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations and addi- for U.D.C.: *Costello & Kemple, Ltd., Chelten- 
tions to printing works at Clavering-pl., for ham, £62,000. (Subject to M.H. approval.) 
Smith & Son. Architects, J. W. Taylor & "Son, Sunderiand.—Rebuilding the Atlas Cabinet 
St. James’-bldgs., Gallowgate, Newcastle: Works at Monkwearmouth. Architects, 
*Glements & Son, Selborne-gdns., Jesmond, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., Newcastle: 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. *F. J. Hepple, Dunn-st., Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions at Jesmond- Sunderland.—Additions to motor works at 
rd., for Rankin & Sons, transport contractors, Paley-st., for R. H. White & Sons, Ltd. Archi- 
Ouse- st., Newcastle. Architect, Arthur & ect. William Riddle, 33, Jesmond Park West, 
: Kirkup Gateshead: *James Newcastle-on- Tyne: *H. Waller, Back Waller- 








13, Swinburne-st., a 
R. Rutherford & Sons, Jesmond, Newcastle- st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


BUILDERS on-Tyne. ; Sunderland.—20 houses at Margate-st., Silks- 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additional floor at oil worth, for R.D.C.: *Direct Labour. 


seal works, Walker-rd., of G. Angus & Co., Thame.—16 houses at Kingsly-rd. estate, for 
Ltd. Architects, 8. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, U.D.C. T. Lawrence Dale, architect, Lloyds 
are now members of the Esplanade, Sunderland: *E. Henderson, East Bank-chbrs., Carfax, Oxford: *T. §. Lovell, 
Boldon, Co. Durham. High Wycombe, £25,000 (approx.). 


Newcastie-on-Tyna.—Wantehouse at Pandon, Wallasey.—Houses for B.C.: *J. H. Waring, 
for J. Baxter & Co., Quayside, Newcastle. Moreton (8), £11,027; *J. Tate, Wallasey 
Architect, C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle- Village (10), £12,754; *W. H. Farrell, Borough- 
on-Tyne: *Clements & Son, Selborne-gdns., Jes- rd., Wallasey (10), £13, 009. 
mond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Newcastle-on- Tyne.—Garage at Brinkburn-st., 
for Blakes Express Services, Ltd. Architect, 
William Riddle, 33, Jesmond Park West, New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *R. Bowey & Sons, Back Raby- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Rainford. —40 houses at Bank Villas site, for 

J.D.C.: *Hunt Bros., Kirkham, £46,242. 7 
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Kenoval House, 226-230, FARMERS RD., LONDON, S.E.5 TWICKENHAM Popesgrove 2276 TEL. : HOP 2727 (2 lines). LONDON, S.E.1 


CENERAL ASPHAITE*” BIRMINGHAM © BrisToL 





41, GREAT 




















BITUMEN or PITCH FLOORS 
COLOURED OR NATURAL SWADES 





ROCK ASPHALTE| A'A LS] = 4) CEWELSTEAD* 
— IN ees «SS. CROYDON 





ASPHALTE, TARMACADAM & FELT ROOFING 


183 HAMMERSMITH ROAD, LONDON. W.6 
Telephone : RIVERSIDE 5226. 

















"RICHARDSONS 


HEAD Mp as 44, STATION ROAD, NORTH HARROW. MIDDX. ; 
AND BRANCHES. *Phone : HARROW 2241/2 ’Grams: “ RICHPLAS.” 














ASPHALTEEN 











THE BUILDER © September 23 1949 











FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


46, BISHOPSGATE, EC2 & HADLEIGH, ESSEX 


Teleph _ LONDON WALL 1876 Telephone: 
SePHONES= BISHOPSGATE 2336 & 7 HADLEIGH, ESSEX 58441 


Telegrams: FALBROWOK, SPIMARK, LONDON 














COMPLETE SYSTEMS OF SCIENTIFICALLY 
BALANCED VENTILATION FOR BUILDINGS 


TRUNKED’ HOODS WITH FANS FOR 

REMOVING UNWANTED HEAT FUMES 

AND STEAM FROM _ THE __ KITCHEN 

EQUIPMENT OF SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, 

CANTEENS, RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS 

EFFICIENT VENTILATION FOR KITCHENS 
AND CANTEENS 


CUTAWAY VIEW sHowiNc = MECHANICAL AND STATIC EXTRACTORS 
FAN INSTALLATION IN AND INTAKES FOR ROOFS AND WALLS —— fax.wim Hora on 














DUAL-PURPOSE :" MECHAVENT": AUTOMATIC LOUVRES. 
pal a nag FAN UNITS AND VENTILATING EQUIPMENT A USEFUL EXTRACTOR 
FOR HOUSING AND INDUSTRY FAN ASSEMBLY 
— GREENW@DD'S 
GREENWOOD’S FOR CUPBOARDS 
MULTI-LOUVRED 4 oO ‘Ee DOORS, WALLS, 
“MAXAIRE” PANELS, — & PARTITIONS, 
“DIFUSEX,” AND CEILINGS, AND 
HIT AND MISS FOR FITTING 
VENTILATORS EXTERNALLY 

















GREENWOOD’S AND AIRVAC VENTILATING COMPANY LTD. 


SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF VENTILATORS AND VENTILATING EQUIPMENT 


BEACON HOUSE - KINGSWAY ~- LONDON, W.C.2 


AIRVAC, LONDON CHANCERY 8135/6/7 











